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. To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoserH C. SIMPSON, of
‘Oakland, county of Alameda and State of Cali-
fornia, have invented Improvements in Horse-
‘Clothing; and I hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
reference being made to the accompanying
drawings. ‘

My invention relates to an improvement in
horse blankets or clothing; and my improve-
ments consist in certain details of construc-
tion by which the blankets more perfectly pro-
tect the horse, while at the same time his
" clothing is such as to be more comfortable
than that ordinarily made.

Ordinary blankets for horses are made usu-
ally square, and are held in place by one or
more surcingles about the bedy of the horse
and straps or buckles across the chest. When
put on in this way the blanket is tightly held
in some places and loose in others. It has to
be strapped on tight in order to be kept in
place, and where the straps occur the horse is
apt to be chafed. He will then rub against
the stall to relieve himself of the itching which
he feels at the points where the straps or sur-
cingles are, in order to get the blanket or cov-
ering off, showing that it is nncomfortable to
him.

The blanket or clothing which I propose to
use is made to conform to the shape of the
horse, the same as clothes are fitted to a man,
by measurement, and eutting the cloth so that
it will fit to the inequalities of the surface.

Figures 1 and 2 are views of my device.

The blanket A is mnade of any suitable ma-
terial, cut to fit the shape of the horse, and
having the extensions B, which may reach

down to the knees or any desired distance.

The rear ends of the two sides are permanently
joined together, as shown at a, an opening, ¢,
being left at the proper point through which
the tail may project. This opening is left
large enough for the tail to be passed through
as the blanket is put on, and a flap, €7, is but-
toned over it. This rear inner portion of the
blanket is lined with oil-silk, rubber, or simi-
lar material, so that it will not be likely to be
soiled.

On the side of the blanket at that part which
covers the body of the horse are three or more

rings, D, and below them on the same side
are secured a corresponding number of straps
or bands, E. On the opposite side of the
blanket, but lower down, are a series of rings,
and these straps lead through them and then
up to the rings D, where they are secured, thus
holding the blanket in position. These straps

| or bands may be drawn up to suit circum-

stances, and are always attached to {he blank-
ets, thus doing away with all surcingles or in-
dependent straps.

On that part of-the extension B counecting
immediately with the body of thé blanket are
the buttons F, which hold the two sides to-
gether at that point. The front portion of the
blanket has also a row of buttons, G, which,
by fitting into corresponding holes, join the
two parts together at this point, the blanket
thus completely enveloping the horse.

On the upper part of the neck is inserted a
piece of elastic’ material, as shown at H, so
that the blanket will, even when closely fitted,
adapt itself to any position of the neck.

Back of this elastic material H is a strip of
elastic, I, having a buckle at its end, by means
of which the hood J is attached to the main
blanket. By thus attaching the hood it will
be brought back to its original place when the .
horse raises his head, thus obviating the dan-
ger to the eyes when the head is lowered.
This hood J is buttoned on by means of the
buttons K, and is fitted to the head as nicely
as the blanket to the body. At the nose of
the hood is an elastic band, L, to which the
buttons are secured, in order that the hood
may be kept snug in place, and at the same
time allow motion of the jaws while eating,.
~ It will be seen that blankets or clothing for
horses made in the manner herein described
will not be liable to fall or be rubbed off.
Although made snug to the form and close-
fitting, they will not be uncomfortable to the
horse. The horse will be completely covered
from the knees and hocks to the nose in a
closely-fitting garment, so constructed and se-
cured, however, as to allow freedom of motion
to the animal without being too tight at any
particular points. With this covering the
horse is thoroughly protected from the cold,
and no extra straps or surcingles are required
to keep the blanket in its proper position.
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Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The blanket or covering A, having the
extensions B to fit the fore and hind legs of
the animal, front fastenings, F G, and the
rings D, and permanent straps or bands I,
and the tail-opening ¢, and flap C’, substan-
tially as and for the purpose herein described.

2. The blanket or covering A, with its ex-
tensions B, permanent securing-bands E, and
the front fastenings, I G, in combination with
the elastic neck-extension H, substantially as
and for the purpose herein described.

3. The blanket A and hood J, in combins-
tion with the elastic connecting-strip I, sub-
stantially as described, and for the purpose
set forth.

4, The close-itting hood J, having the elas-
tic band L, beneath the jaws, so that they
may be allowed to move without disturbing
the fit, substantially as herein described.

In witness whereof I have hereanto set my
hand. )

JOSEPH CAIRN SIMPSON.

‘Witnesses :

BEN. E. HARRIS,
C. H. HoLMES.




