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To all whom it may concern : ‘

Be it known that I, ARTHUR R. NORTON,
of Marshalltown, in the county of Marshall
and State of Iowa, have invented a new and
valnable Improvement in Adjustable Broom-
Protectors; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the construction and operation ot the
same, reference being had to the annexed
drawings, making a part of this specification,
and to the letters and figures of reference
marked thereon. :

Figure 1 of the drawingsis a representation
of this invention applied to a broom. Tig. 2
is a perspective view of the same discon-
nected.

This invention has relation to means for pro-
tecting and stiffening brooms; and it consists
in the construction and novel arrangement of
a binding-wire, bent in form to fit around the
brush, and having its vertically-bent and cor-
rugated ends terminating in transverse hooks,
adapted to extend horizontally through the
brush and connect with the binding-wire on
the opposite side, as hereinafter shown and
described.

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
A designates the binding-wire, whieh is de-
signed to be twined in the form of an elon-
gated spiral to fit the brush of any ordinary
broom. The ends of the wire are extended
past each other, one above and the other be-
low the middle branch or portion, b, of the
. band, each end being bent vertically, and cor-
rugated at ¢ ¢, to engage said middle portion
and the opposite end of the wire, and thereby
fix the position of these parts and prevent
them from becoming disarranged and unduly
separated when applied.

The vertical corrugated portions 4 terminate
in transverse horizontal parts e, having hook
ends h,and forming, when connected with the
binding-wire on the opposite side, ties, which
pass through the brash and keep the protector
in shape. )

This device is made of a single piece of

"wire, and is applied by slipping it first over

the handle, and pressing it down over the

,brash, the hook eunds being detached from

their -engagement with the wire for the pur-
poseof allowingittoexpand. When it reaches
its proper location on the flattened part of the
brash it is brought into shape with the encir-
cling parts of the wire parallel with each other,
and the hook ends are passed thiough the
brush and connected with the wire on the op-
posite side. At the same time the wire is en-
gaged with the holding-corrngations of the
vertical portions, and the deviece is then se-
cured, and. will keep its place, protecting the
straw, and giving the brush a degree of stifl-
ness, which may be regulated according to re-
quirement by adjusting the band or wire.

‘What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

An adjustable broom protector and stiffener
made of a single piece of wire, passing in
double loop around the broom, and having
the corrugated vertical portions d, the trans-
verse terminal portions of said wire forming
hook-ties e, substantially as specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses.

ARTHUR R. NORTON.

Witnesses: .
‘WM. ANDREWS,

GEo. A, MCINTYRE. *




