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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, BENNET GREILG, of the
city, county, and State of New York, havein-
vented a new and useful Improvement in
Clasps, which improvement is fully set forth
in the following specification, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings,in which—

Figure 1 represents a front view. TFig. 2 is
a transverse vertical section. Tig.3 is a hori-
zontal section in the plane z x, Fig. 2.

Similar letters indicate corresponding parts.

This invention relates to a clasp which is
intended to display dry-goods and other arti-
cles in show-windows.

My invention consistsin the combma’mon, in
clasps such as stated, of two jaws stamped or
cut out of sheet metal, flexible lugs formed on
the edges of the shanks of said jaws, and a
spring, the ends of which are firmly retained
by said lugs, the shank of one of the jaws be-
ing provided at its end with hooks adapted to
cateh over a cord or wire, while the shank of
the other jaw is provided with a spring-clamp
adapted to hold a ticket indicating the price
or quality of the article to be displayed by the
clasp.

In the drawings, the letter A designates my
clasp, which consists of two jaws, ¢ &, the

edges of which are, by preference, selmted S0
that they are adapted to take a firm hold of
the article placed between them. Said jaws,
together with their shanks b ¥/, are stamped
out of sheet metal, and each of said shanksis
provided with two flexible lugs or ears, ¢ ¢/,
which project from its edges, and which can
be turned over, so as to catch over and firmly
retain the ends of a spring, d, as shown in
. Figs. 2 and 3. This spring serves tu retain

the two jaws in the proper relation toward -

each other, and its tension is such that it has
a tendeucy to close the jaws, while by press-
ing the outer ends of the shanks b ¥ toward
each other the jaws are caused to swing open,
the spring forming, so to spealk, an imaginary
pivot on which they swing.

The shank b of the jaw a is provided at its
outer end with two hooks, ¢, which are adapt-
ed to ecateh over a cord or wire, f, from which
the articles to be displayed are suspended, and

oun the end of the shank ' of the jaw o’ is
formed a spring-clamp, ¢/, adapted to retaina
ticket, ¢, Fig. 2, on which is marked the price
or the quality, or both, of the article to be dis-
played.

It will be observed from this description
that my clasp is composed of three pieces—viz.,
the two jaws and the spring, the latter serv-
ing to retain the jaws in the proper relation to
each other, and to form the fulerum on which
said jaws swing when being opened or closed.

By referring to Fig. 1, it will also be ob-
served that the hooks ¢ are made to spread or
diverge from each other, so that they are
adapted to retain the clasp in a vertical posi-
tion when it is suspended - from the wire or
cord f, even if the article secured in the jaws
o « is not evenly balanced.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination, in a clasp, of two jaws
provided with flexible ears projecting from the
edges of the shanks thereof, and a spring
placed between the same, the ends of which
are fastened to the shanks of said jaws by
means of the flexible ears, substantially as and
for the purpose described. -

2. The combination, in a clasp, of two jaws
provided with hooks formed on the shank of
one of the jaws, and with flexible ears project-
ing from the-edges of the shanks, and a spring
arranged between the jaws and held in posi-
tion by means of the flexible ears, substan-
tially as described.

3. In a clasp, the two jaws provided with
hooks formed on the shanks of one of said jaws,
with flexible ears projecting from the edges
of the shanks, and with a spring-clamp on the
end of the other shank, in combination witha
spring arranged between the two jaws and
held in position by the flexible ears, substan-
tially as shown and described.

In testimony that I claim the fou,oomo I
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 23th
day of April, 1879.

BENNET GREIG. [r.8.]
‘Witnesses:
‘W. HAUFF,
E. V. KASTENHUBER.




