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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, MosEs M. CLARK, of
Highland Mills, in the county of Orange and
State of New York, have invented certain néw
and useful Improvements in Rubber Boots;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in
the art to which it pertains to make and use
it, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, which form part of this specifica-
tion. ‘ ‘ :

My invention relates to an improvement in
boots; and it consists in making a hole through
the sole of*the boot, near the toe, and closing
it with a removable air and water tight plug,
so that should the boot become wet, after it
is removed from the foot it is only necessary
to remove the plug, and a current of air will at
once begin flowing through the boot that will
quickly dry it. .

Figure 1 is a vertical section of my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is an inverted view of the same.

@ represents an ordinary rubber boot, which
has a hole, ¢, of any suitable size made throngh
its sole at the toe. - In this hole is placed a
plug, ¢, made of any sunitable material, and
which fits air and water tight. This plug is

made removable, and is held in place by means
of a screw-thread, or any other suitable hold-
ing device which will allow it to be readily
removed. '
‘When a boot gets wet, owing to the height
. of the leg, no ventilation can take place in it,

and consequently a boot remains wet and un-
fit to wear long after a pair of shoes would
have become dry. Where the boot gets wet,
after it is removed from the foot it is only nec-
essary to remove this plug, when a current of
air at once begins flowing through the boot,
and soon dries it. ‘This ventilation is espe-
cially necessary in rubber boots that are lined
with some fibrous material, for when the lin- .
ing once becomes wet or damp it takes a long
time to dry out.

I am aware that boots have been made with
double soles, and that the act of walking is
made to force air either into or out of the boot
while it is upon the foot; but this is merely
for the comfort of the wearer. In my case no
air is admitted to the foot while the boot is
upon it; but when the boot has become wet or
damp inside, the plug is removed after the
boot is taken from the foot.

Having thus described my invention, I
clain-—

A Dboot having a hole or socket, ¢, through
its sole, in combinatioh with the removable
plug e, the parts being constructed and ar-
ranged to operate substantially as shown and
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 15th day of

April, 1879. '
‘ MOSES M. CLARK.
Witnesses: ‘
JAMES HALL,
M. C. BELENAP.




