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IMPROVEMENT IN CRADLE'.S.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 216,432, dated June 10,1879; application filed
February 7, 1879. :

To all whom 4t may concern:

Be it known that 1, VINCENT A. MENUEZ,
of Michigan City, in the county of La Porte
and State of Indiana, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Cradles, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates specifically to im-
provements in swinging cradles; and the ob-
ject thereof is to construct such cradles in such
a manner that they may be taken apart quickly
and folded compactly to adapt them for ship-
ment and storage.

The improvements consist of details of con-
struction and arrangement of parts fully de-
seribed in connection with the drawings, form-
ing part of this specification, and particularly
pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a longitudinal section of a cradle with the im-
provements. Tig. 2 is a cross-section on line
x x of Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a sectional view of
the cradle when folded.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. ‘

Referring to the drawings, A A are the
standards to which the cradle is hung, pro-
vided with feet . These are connected to-
gether by a middle rail, B, the ends whereof
are joined to the standards by any of the well-
known bedstead-fasteners—such, for instance,
as the dovetailed tenons on the ends of the
rail entered into slotted plates in the stand-
ards, as shown in Fig. 1, ordin any other strong
and convenient manner which will enable the
parts to be easily separated when necessary.
Buttons ' serve to keep the rails and stand-
ards in connection, so that the cradle can be
lifted about when necessary. The head and
foot of the cradle are composed of the. nid-
dle uprights, C C, to which the wings b b are
hinged at one edge on either side, so as to
enable them to be thrown out flush with the
uprights, as shown in Fig. 2, or turned in
toward each other at right angles to the up-
rights, as in Fig.3, when the cradle is folded.
The bottom is divided longitudinally into two
parts, D D/, composed of slats ¢, resting on
arms d d at each end, the inner ends of said

arms being pivoted to the uprights C C, where-
by they can be folded upward toward each
other in a vertical position, as in Fig. 3, when
the cradle is folded, or downward in a hori-
zontal position when the cradle is used, as in
Fig. 2.

The outer ends of arms d are provided with
plates e, Fig. 3, to which the lower corners of
the sides B are pivoted, so that they can be
turned up at an angle to the Dbottom of the
cradle, or folded down against the two parts®
of the bottom when the latter are folded up,
as shown in Fig. 3. In the ends of the sides,
near the upper edge, are hooks e’ ¢, which,
when the eradle is pnt in condition for use,
are hooked into the slotted plates f, let into
the adjacent parts of the wings, and thus hold
the parts together. :

Near the top of the uprights on the outside
are fixed slotted hooks f’, which are hooked
over the studs /' near the top of the stand-
ards, for the purpose of suspending the cradle,
which. swings freely on these suspensions.

T is a treadle hinged at one end to the rail
B, and connected with the cradle near the
top thereof by a pitman, g, slotted at the ends
for the reception of the studs in the treadle
and crib.

The manner of folding and unfolding the
cradle is as follows: To fold it, the pitman is
first diseonnected from the treadle and cradle
then the sides are unhooked from the wings
b b, the bottoms D I/ turned up into a verti-
cal position, and the sides swung down par-
allel to them, and the wings are then swung
around outside of the folded sides and against
them, as in Fig. 3. The cradle is next taken
from the standards, the rail B disconnected
from the latter, and-placed, with the pitman,
in the cradle. In this condition the cradle
and standards can be packed into a small
space for shipment or storage.

To set the cradle up, the rail and standards
are first joined together, the cradle suspended
from the standards, the wings swung out, the
sides and bottom unfolded and connected
with the wings, and when the treadle and pit-
man are connected it is ready for use.
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Haviung thus deseribed my invention, I claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. The bottoms D D/, pivoted to middle up-
rights C and sides E E, in combination with
sides It and wings b, adapted to fold there-
with, in the manner substantially as described.

2. The sides E I8, pivoted to bottom D
D/, and adapted to fold up against the bot-
tom, or to swing up at an angle therewith,
when the cradle is in use, and provided with
suspension-hooks ¢/, in combination with bot-
tom D D/,.pivoted to uprights C, and wings
b b, hinged to the uprights, and previded with
slotted plates f, to receive the hooks ¢’ in the
sides. substantially as described.

3. The combination and arrangement of the
following parts, to wit: the standards A A

and connecting-rail B, the middle uprights, C,
provided with hooks f7, for suspending up-
rights from standards A, the wings b, hinged
to uprights and forming the head and foot
of the cradle, the bottoms D 1, pivoted on
one side each to the uprights C, and the sides
E I, pivoted to the swinging sides of the
bottoms D D/, and provided with hooks e,
to engage slotted plates ' in the wings, and
thus connect the head and foot of the cradle
together, and sustain the bottom in a hori-
zontal position, all. combined and arranged
to form a folding and. swinging cradle, in the
manner qubstanﬂfﬂly as described. -

VINCENT ARISTIDES MENUEZ.

Witnesses:
J. J. GRIFFITH,
"A. E. VANDEUSEN.
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