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- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, LucreEN M. CHIPLEY
and MARSHAL D. CHIPLEY, both of the city
of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, havein-
vented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment in Corsets, of which the following is a
full, clear, and exact description, reference be-
ing had to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing part of this specification.

The first part of our improvement consists
in providing the corset with an additional
busk or busks, arranged to fold over in front
of and conceal the clasps.

The second part of our improvement con-
sists in the combination, with said concealing-
busks, of clasp-busks having flat clasps, and
provided with a covering or envelope termi-
nating in a flap, to permit the ready attach-
ment of said clasp-busks to or removal from
the body of the corset.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view, showing a portion of the corset-front,
.. with thie front busks thrown back in position
for the clasping or unclasping of the corset.
Fig. 2 is a detail perspective view, showing
the same parts as Fig. 1, with the outer busks
closed down over the clasps.

Portions of the body of the corset are shown
at A. At B are shown the clasp springs or

busks, enveloped by cloth or other sunitable |

. material, C. The cloth upon one side has a

flap, ¢/, for attachment to the inner face of the
body of the corset by stitching. The clasps
are shiown at ¢. They are flat, to admit of the
inner side of the corset lying against them
without being held at a distance or bulging at
the point where the elasps project.

At the front edges of the corset-body are two
springs or busks, D D, enveloped in the ma-
terial of the corset, and having flexible con-
nection with the body of the corset, so thatb
they can be turned back, as in Fig. 1, or folded
together in front of the clasp, as in Fig. 2.

The stiffening D’ may be of spring-steel, or
any other suitable material; or the busk or fly
may be stiffened by forming it of cloth stitehed
through or otherwise made stiff,

The busks or flies D are folded back (see
Fig. 1) when the clasps are being connected

or disconnected, and while the corset is being
worn the busks are folded together, so as to
form a smooth front,.as in Fig. 2. When in
the latter position the curves imparted to them
by the wearer hold them in position without
any special fastening.

The device may be modified in various ways
without essential change in principle. For
instance, a single broad busk may be nsed to
cover the clasps in place of the two deseribed.

To prevent the wear of the cloth by the
clasps ¢, the cloth is cut away at ¢/ to allow
the two members of the clasp to come together
to take the wear.

Among the advantages claimed for our im-
provement is, that the outer busks are re-
moved so far from the person of the wearer
that they are not liable to rust, and they cover
up the parts which are handied in clamping
and unclamping, so that any soil resulting
from this handling is hidden when they are
closed down, as in Fig. 2. .

Theabsence of clasp devices passing through
the cloth of the busks D gives them a much bet-
ter appearance than those in ordinary use,
(where the metal clasps pass through the cloth,)
and theirlasting qualities arealso better,as they
are not subjected to wear by the attachments,
nor are there slits or other orifices to allow
the passage of the fastenings through the
cloth. Such orifices are liable to become
ragged.

Another feature of value is, that the busks

‘D, by being devoid of fastenings, are not liable

to be strained or broken. As the busks D are
made of plain strips of metal, they may be
drawn endwise from their cover, and so the
corset may be washed in their absence, and
thus they (the springs) would not be subject
to rust, and the corset could be washed with
much greater ease. :

The clasp-busks B are provided with flat
clasps ¢, and are covered or enveloped with
woven fabric or other suitable material, O,
which terminates in a flap, ¢/, by means of
which said clasp-busks may be readily at-
tached to or removed from the body of the
corset.

We are aware that it is not broadly new to
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attach elasp-busks to corsets by a portion of
the cover or envelope enveloping: said busks,
and such:we. do not ¢laim ; but

We claim as our invention—

1. The front busk or busks, D, :arranged to
fold over the face of and conceal the flat clasps
or other fastenings, ¢, substantially as: set
forth.

2. The combination, with the front conceal-

ing-busks, D, of the ¢lasp-busks B, having flat
clasps ¢, and enveloped with cloth  or ‘other
suitable material, C, terminating in a flap, C/;
substantially as and for the purpose set forth.
' LUCIEN M. CHIPLEY.
MARSHAL D. CHIPLEY.
Witnesses:
SAML, KNIGHT,
GEro. H. KNIGHT.




