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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLL TERRELL, of
San Antonio, in the county of Bexar and
State of Texas, have invented a new and use-
ful improvement in the manner of fastening
bags and attaching labels or shipping-direc-
tions thereto, of which the following is a speci-
fication.. .

The invention relates to mail,
other kind of bags.

Heretofore the mouths of grain-bags have
alimost invariably been tied with string, noth-
ing having been invented, to my knowledge,
which would answer the purpose better. This
is objectionable on account of the liability of
a bag closed in this manner to come untied.

Mail-bags, except the leather bags used for
first - class matter, are tied the same way as
grain-bags, or by a draw- string around the
top.

The object of my invention is to provide a
cheap and simple fastening for bags that
may be easily adjusted, and so securely to
fasten them as to prevent the loss of contents
incident to the present system of tying bags
with string; also to provide, as a part of my
system of fastening, address tags or labels as
a part of the same.

An additional advantage my fastening has
is, that it allows of locking any bag with a
padlock.

My invention consists of a metallic post
with a slot near the outer end, or a staple set
into a metallic plate, which is fastened to the
side of a bag, near the top, and also a spring-
snap, open ring, or padlock, to which is at-
tached a label or shipping-directions.

Holes are placed at intervals around the
top of the bag, so that concentrating these
holes at a common center over the post or
staple, and passing the open ring, spring-
snap, or bar of the padlock, with label at-
. tached, through the protruding slot in the

grain, or any

post or end of the staple, closes and fastens

the bag and attaches the label to it.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
similar letters of reference 1ndxcate like parts,
Figure 1 is a perspective of a device embody-
ing my invention. Figs. 2 and 3 show how

the holes should be placed over the post.
Fig. 4 shows the bag closed and locked. TFig.
5 is an enlarged perspective of the post and
plate. Fig. 6 shows the spring-snap with la-
bel attached ; Fig. 7, the padlock, and Fig. 8
the open ring with label attached.

The post B is fixed firmly in the plate A,
and at the outwardend of this post is the slot
C, asis shown in Fig.5. Thisplate with post
is attached to one side of the bag, near the top,
by rivets through the holes D in the plate A.
At regular intervals around the top of the
bag are placed holes large enough to pass
easily over the post B. In the drawings five
holes are used, (marked ¢ ¢ ¢ €' ¢’,) though
any number of holes can be nsed. Inclosing
the bag these holes are passed over the post
B, asshown in IFigs. 2, 3, and 4; and to secure
them in this pmmon over the post, one of the
fastenings in Figs. 6,7, 0r 8 is passed through
the slot (J as shown m Flo 4. 'The labelis dt
tached to the spring-snap, as in Fig. 6, to the
open ring, as in Iig. 8, or to the bar of-a pad-
lock, so that passing either of these through
the protruding slot C in the post B, or through
the protruding end of a staple used instead of
the post B, attaches the label to the bag.

‘What I elaim i

1. In combination with a mail or other bag
having holes around its open end, a plate, A,
provided with a projecting post. or staple,
adapted to enter the holes and hold the bag
closed, all substantnlly. as shown and de-
bcmbed

2. A mail or other bag having holes at in-
tervals around its open end, provided with an
attaching - plate having a projecting post or
staple, upon which the holes may be concen-
trated in closingthe bag, and held in place by
means of a lock or other suitable device, all
as substantially shown and described.
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