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To all whom it may concern:.

Beit known that I, EDWARD V. WILKES, of
Kansas City,in the county of Jacksonand State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Barbed-Wire Fences;
and I do hereby declare that the following is
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, which will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification.

My invention is a four-pronged DLarb mnade
of two pieces of wire, and is fastened to the
wire strands of the fence at any desired inter-
vals, its object being to keep animals away
from the fence.

The barb, as shown in Figures 1 and 2 on ac-
companying drawings, consists of two pieces
of wire of practically equal length, each bent
in the form of a staple. Each staple is given

_an are shape in its plane—that is, a plane
_ passing through the body and two prougs of
the staple is of arc shape. The staples are
then laid, one on each side of the wire, so that
the two prongs of each staple may lie on the

same side of the wire and the ares may em-
brace it; and the two prongs of each are
brought sufficiently near each other, passed
through the bottom bend or belly of the oppo-
site staple, and drawn tight, when the staples
will be interlocked, with the wire completely
encircled between them. The ends or prongs
of the two staples should now be on the same
line, but pointing in opposite directions. One
end or prong of each staple is now bent back
over the loop or belly of the other staple until
all the pointed ends are at right angles with
each other, or nearly so, and the fastening is
completed.

I claim—

The barb formed of the two interlocking
staples, having the two prongs of each passed
through the loop or belly of the other and
bent, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I affix my signature in presence of
two witnesses.

B. V. WILKES.
Witnesses:

A. W. BUCKER,
J. R. BROWN.




