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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANK TUCHFARBER,
of the city of Cincinnati, county of Hamilton,
and State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Flexible Signs,
of which the following is a specification.

My invention has for its object the pro-
vision of novel and exceedingly cheap and
useful means whereby a flexible sign may be
caused to assume a partial or wholly semi-
cylindrical or convex form, and also whereby
the sign may be conveniently and readily at-
tached to the house or other fixture which is
to support it. :

My invention consists in the employment of
a connecting rod or rods at the rear or back
side of the sign, the sign and the rod or rods
‘being constructed substantially as hereinafter
specified to accomplish the aforementioned ob-
ject. ’ ‘

In the accompanying drawings, making a
part of this specification, Fignre 1 is a front
view of a sign, here shown in the shape of a
shield, but which may be of any desired shape.
Figs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 are views taken from
above, looking downward, showing the ar-
rangement of the connecting-rods, to be here-
inafter deseribed, ‘

A indicates a sign, consisting of a sheet or
thin piece of flexible material, upon which
is painted, printed, or otherwise marked or
stamped the letters and design {which are to
constitute the sign.

B and O indicate connecting-rods on the
rear side of the sign. The outer end of each
of these rods is fastened at d to the rear side
of the sign, near the edge of the latter. The
inner end of one rod, as B, is provided with
an eye, b, and the inner end of the other rod,
¢, is provided with a hook, ¢. The length of
these connecting-rods and their particular
pointof attachment to the sign must be so regu-
lated that the conneeting-rods when hooked
together shall bend the sign to the desired de-
gree of convexity.

In shipping these signs the connecting-rods

~ are left unconnected, in which event the sign
will be perfectly flat, and thus occupy no
more room than the mere thickness of the

sign and the connecting-rods. In this way
much bulk room during transportation. and
consequent expense is saved. The flat posi-
tion of the sign also aids in preserving the
ornamented face from that injury which it is
likely to receive when in the bowed or con-
vex form.

When the sign is to be put up the rod C is
to be hooked into the eye of rod B. The
sign will then assume a handsome curved
form, much desired for certain deseription of
signs. These rods thus hooked afford a con-
venient means for the attachment of the sign
to the object which is to support it. The
number of these pairs of rods are to be in-
creased as the length or shape of the sign may
render them necessary.

When preferred, a single connecting-rod
may be substituted for the two rods hereto-
fore shown and described. (See Fig. 4, where
O is the rod, attached at d to the sign, and
capable, when the sign is properly bent, of
hooking into the eye F, attached at f to the
sign.) ) .

1t is sometimes desirable to attach the sign
to a cylindrical or convex support, and to
cause the sign to fit the same closely. Pro-
vision is made for such a contingency in the
devices shown in Fig. 5, where the connect-
ing-rods are respectively attached at dand e’
to the sign, and are each provided with a
hooked end, to be hooked into an eye at-
tached at & and m of the sign, rod B hooking
into eye h,and rod C into eye .

The device for attaching the rod or rods to
the sign may be hooks, or the hook and eye,
or eyelets, or any equivalent device, and the
device for attaching the rods to each other
may consist of hooks, or the hook and eye, or
any equivalent device.

Where the connecting rod or rods are fast-
ened rigidly to each other and to the sign,
the rod or rods form a valuable frame-work;
but a device whereby the rod or rods may be
so disconnected from the sign that the latter
may lie flat during transportation is very pref-
erable.

What I claim as new and of my invention
is—
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1. The combination of a flexible sign and
a connecting rod or rods, substantially as set
forth, whereby the sign may be caused to as-
sume a.convex shape or allowed to remain flat,
for the purposes mentioned. :

2. A flexible sign provided with the rods
B C, respectively attached at d e to the sign,

and provided with means for connecting their
adjacent ends' together, for the purposes set

forth. .
FRANK TUCHFARBER.
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