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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JESSE WORTH. JACK-
MAN, of Otter Creek township, in the county
of Linn and State of Towa, have invented cer-
tain Improvements in Iron Fence-Posts for
Wire Fences, of which the following is a speci-
fication. o

My invention relates to metallic fence-posts,
desigued more especially for wire fences; and
consists in blades or supports adjustably at-
tached to the post, and adapted to be forced
outward from the sides of the post into a hori-
zontal position beneath the ground.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of my improved
post; Fig, 2, a side elevation of the post par-
tially driven into the ‘ground; Fig. 3, a simi-
lar view representing the post completely set;
and Fig. 4, a view of the lower portion of the
post, partly in section.

The objects of my invention are to furnish
a post which may be quickly and easily set,
and which, when in place, shall stand firm
and solid, and in which the wires may be
readily inserted and secured.

In the drawings, A represents the post,
which is formed with an enlarged and pointed
lower end, a, to enter the ground, it being in-
tended to set the post by driving it simply,
with little or no previous excavation. The
sides of the point and body are hollowed to
render the post light and ornamental, and to
permit the ready entrance of the post into the
ground, and extending transversely across
these liollow faces are guides or blocks b,
through which are passed vertical rods B,
carrying at their lower ends hinged or piv-
oted blades C. The lower end or point, a, of
the post, commencing at a sharp point at the
lower extremity, widens out as it approaches
the body of the post proper, attaining a width
somewhat greater than that of the body in
each direction, and then joining the body by
means of inclined faces, as shown in Fig. 1.
The blades C, when the post is ready for set-
ting, are raised, and lie flat against the sides
of the post, as shown in Fig. 1, their lower
ends or edges standing at the upper line of
. the inclined faces, as shown. In this shape

the post is driven into the ground to within |

a few inches of its final position, when the
driving of the post is discontinued and the
rods B separately driven downward, the effect
of which operation is, that the blades are
thrown slightly outward by riding upon the
inclined faces, and their edges, which are bev-
eled or chisel-shaped, are thus started into the
ground. By continuing the driving downward
of the rods B the blades C are forced outward,
their upper ends being held and guided by
the rods or stems until they assume a nearly
horizontal position, the semicircular enlarge-
ments or heads d of the blades, to which the
rods are attached, resting then in the seats
formed by the termination of the grooves in
the sides of the post, as represented in Figs.
2, 8, and 4, The post is then driven the re-
mainder of the distance into the ground, which
also causes the blades to be forced outward
into a horizontal position, as shown in Tig. 4,
forming a very strong and solid support in
every direetion.

As represented in the drawings, the blades
C of adjoining sides are arranged to stand in
different planes in order to give a firmer sup-
port to the post and prevent breaking or
loosening the earth around the same.

The enlargement of the point ¢ serves to
prevent the blades Cfrom being directed ont-
ward before the post is at the proper depth.

In order that the wires of which the fence
is preferably to be constructed may be readily
secured to the posts, a dovetail opening or re-
cess is formed transversely across the face of
the post, and in the face of this recess is
formed a second depression, e, smaller than
the main opening, and of semicircular form,
‘as shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The wire D is
seated in the groove e, and a dovetail block
or key, B, having a similarsemicircular groove,
J; in its rear face, is driven into the recess or
opening from one side, thus effectually pre-
venting the removal of the wire. _

The post as above constructed is neat and
durable, easily set, and cheap.

I am aware that a post has been provided
with arms hinged thereto at their lower ends,
80 as to turn outward as the post is lifted;
but my device differs therefrom in that my
plates are thrust outward as the postis driven
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down, so that when the post is down to its
place the plates are expanded and seated,
like the post, firmly in the ground.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is— -

1. In combination with a fence-post metal
blades connected to the post by hinges at
their upper ends, whereby the blades are
adapted to extend laterally into the earth as
the post is driven downward.

2. In combination with -a fence-post hav-
ing guides b upon its face, the rods or stems
B, mounted in said guides, and carrying at
their lower ends hinged blades C, as shown.

JESSE WORTH JACKMAN.
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U. C. BLAKE,
Gro. W. HOLMES, Jr.




