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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
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IMPROVEMENT IN FARE-BOXES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 216,952, dated July 1, 1879 ; application filed
September 17, 1878.

To all whom it may concern: ,

Be it known that I, VAN BUREN Harr, of
Wheeling, in the county of Ohio and State of
West Virginia, have invented a certain new
and Improved Fare-Box; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a full and ex-
act description of the same, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification, in which—

- Figure 1 is a transverse vertical section of

my improved fare-box. Fig. 2 is a front ele-
vation of the same, and Fig. 3 is an elevation
of the side within the car,

Similar letters of reference in the accompa-
nying drawings denote the same parts.

My invention has for its object to- improve
the efficiency of the fare-boxes used on street-
railway cars, whereby the driver is enabled to
separate good from bad or counterfeit fares,
whether coin or tickets; to expose both to the
view of the passengers within the car; to de-
posit the good and bad fares in separate com-
partments, and to examine the reverse side of
all fares, so that should a small eoin fall be-
hind a larger one or behind a ticket he can
readily see it, or should the blank side of a
ticket fall next the driver he ean easily ex-
amine the opposite side without leaving his
place. '

To this end the invention consists, first, in
the combination, with a glass-retaining plate
and the window or glass next the driver, of a
movable trap and shelf arranged below the
retaining-plate, whereby the bad fares may be
intercepted and deposited apart from the good
fares.

It further consists of a mirror arranged upon
the movable trap, in combination with the
glass-retaining plate and the front glass win-
dow.

It also consists in setting the front window
within a recess of the box, by which the light
of the lamp within the box shall fall on the
side of the fares next the driver as well as in
rear of the fares. .

It also consists in the construction and com-
bination of various parts, as I will presently
describe.

JIn the accompanying drawings, A A A rep-

Tresent the casing of the fare-box, constructed

in the usual or any preferred manner as to its

general form, with a side compartment, B, for
the lamp, and a narrow recess, C, on the op-
posite side to contain the levers and other
mechanism for operating the retaining-plate
and trap. D is the rear glass plate 5 E, the
top opening, through which the fares are de-
posited in the box, and F a glass or metal
plate, by which the fares are guided from the
receiving-orifice to the retaining-plate.

Gis the front window, letinto a. recess, H,
in the front of the box, so as to lie in a ver-
tical plane about midway of the glass plate
in the lamp-compartment.

J is the retaining-plate, composed of glass,
and-hung upon a cross-shaft, K, just under the
lower end of the guide-plate I, as shown. The
shaft has its bearings in the side walls of the
box, one end entering the recess C, where itis
secured to an operating-lever, L, which projects
through the front of the box within reach of
the driver. A spring, M, placed beneath this
lever holds the retaining-plate in an incliried
position with its lower end in contact with the
lower end of the front plate, thus forming a
compartment to receive and hold the fare for
the inspection of-the driver from the front
through the plate G, and for the inspection of
the passengers from within the car through
the retaining-plate and the rear plate, D.

N is a cross-shaft placed about midway of
the box- some distance below the ledge O,
formed by the recess for the front plate, and
P is a platform or wing mounted upon this
shaft, 5o as to.swing up against the rear wall
of the box, where it is held by a spring-catch,
Q. Ris a second wing or trap hung upon the
shaft, so as to swing forward in an inclined
position, with its apper edge resting against
the ledge O. "One end of this shaft N extends
within the side recess, C, where it carries an
arm, to which the operating-rod S is attached,
80 as to project through the front of the box
within the driver’s reach. The under surface
of the trap R is provided with a mirror, T,
which, when the trap is swung open, can be
seen by the driver.

U is the money-drawer, hinged at: its lower
edge to the lower part of the box, so as to be
opened to the position shown by dotted lines,
Fig. 1.

The operation of the apparatusis asfollows:
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The fares deposited in the box first fall into
the compartment formed by the glass - retain-
ing plate and the front plate, so-as to be seen
by both driver and passengers, as above de-
seribed. If upon inspection the driver finds
the fares correct he presses down the spring-
lever L, which swings the retaining-plate away
from the front plate, and allows the fares to
drop into the money-box below. The trap, of
course, is normally open, and if a ticket should
fall into the upper compartment with its blank
side next the driver itsreverse side will bere-
flected in the mirror T, so that he e¢an readily
see it. The mirror also reflects the presence
of any small coin which may fall into the com-
partment behind a ticket or larger coin. By
this means the counting of faresisvery greatly
facilitated, while the position in which the

fare is held enables the passengers to see it -

from all parts of the car, thereby rendering it
exceedingly difficult for the driver to defraud
his employer by arranging with a confederate
to sit near a box, receive fares from passengers,
and pretend to deposit them in the box.

Should counterfeit or-improper fares be
placed in the box, they are readily detected by
the driver, who thereupon pulls forward the
trap by means of the rod S until its upper
edge rests against the ledge O, thus cutting
off connection with the money-box. He then
releases the fare in the manner above de-
scribed, letting it fall upon the trap, by which
it is gonided to the shelfP. The trap may then
be swung open, thereby forming a separate
compartment to contain bad fares, which are
readily removed when the money-drawer is
open by pressing back the spring-catch Q and
letting the shelf drop down.: Thus the good
and badfares are separated and deposited into
different receptacles.

The compartment for bad fares enables the

drivers to identify counterfeit money if prose-
cution should be necessary, and makes them
vigilant and watchful in taking fares.

By arranging the front glass plate within
a recess of the box in the manner described,
the light from the lamp is directed upon the
side of the fares next the driver, as well as
upon the rear side, so that both he and the
passengers can see them withount difficulty.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new is— '

1. The combination, with the glass-retaining
plate and front glass window, of a movable
trap and shelf arranged below tlie retaining-
plate, for the purpose of intercepting bad
fares and depositing them in a receptacle sep-
arate from the receptacle for good fares, sub-
stantially as described.

2. The front glass window, set within a re-
cess in the front of the box, and arranged with
respect to the window in the lamp-compart-
ment, substantially as described, for the pur-
pose specified.

3. The mirror T,arranged on the under side
of the trap R, in combination with the glass-
retaining plate and the front glass window,
substantially as described, for the purpose
specified. )

4. The combination of the hinged shelf P
and trap R with the fare-box, to form a sepa-
rate compartment for the reception of bad
fares, substantially as described.

5. The eombination of the front glass win-
dow, the glass-retaining plate, the trap carry-
ing a mirror on its under side, and the hinged
shelf P, in rear of the trap, substantially as
described, for the purpose specified.

: VAN BUREN HALL.

‘Witnesses: '

AMBROSE 8. LisT,
GEORGE WISE.




