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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM H. RODGERS, OF BROOKLYN, E. D., ASSIGNOR TO McLOUGHLIN

BROTHERS,

OF NEW YORK,

N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN ELECTRIC LETTER-BOXES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 218,19%, dated August 5, 1879; application filed
May 23, 1879.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WirLiAM H. RODGURS,
of Brooklyn, E. D.,in the connty of Kings and
State of New York, have invented an Improve-
ment in Klectric Letter-Boxes, of which the
following is a specification.

Letter boxes have been made with a circuit-
closing device within the letter-box, acted up-
ou by the weight or pressure of the letter as
the same is placed within the box. If the
weight of the letter is insufficient, or if it is
very thin material, the eleetric indicator will
not always act

My present invention is made for closing
the electric civeuit by a cirenit-closing deviee
actnated by the cover of the letter-box, so that
the distant alarm is rung by the actof raising
the cover over the shit of the said letter-box,
and I make use of a peculiar locking cireuit-
closer that remains in a position to continue
the alarm until the box is opened for the re-
moval of the letter.

Tt is to be understood that this unprovement
applies to letter-boxes that are to be placed
near the front door and connected electrically
with a bell or other alarm in an office or other
distant place, so that signal will be made at
the distant place when a letter is dropped
into the box.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a vertical see-
tion of theletier-box, and Tig. 2 is a sectional
plan at the line # », Fig. 1.

The box is made w Ith the back a, bottom b,
sides ¢, and top d. These will Ubumlly be cmst

in one piece,and the door e is hinged at 7, and |
I remark, how-

forms the front of the box.
ever, that the box may be of any desired size
or shape.

The slit at o, through which letters are
dropped, has a swinging cover, [, pivoted at
1, and provided witha couuterpoise arm, with-
in the box, so that the cover [ will close auto-
madtieally,

Within the box there are circuit- closing
springs » 7, that are each {astened to the box
at one end, and there is a latch at s on one
spring to catch and hold the end of the other
spring.

The spring u is shaped so that the counter-
poise arm m, as it moves in lifting the lid or
cover [, presses upon the spring u, bringing
ts moving end into contact with the spring »,
and in so domo the electric cireunif, of which

the springs u #» form part, is closed, and the
distant signal or alarm given, by even lifting
the cover a small dlst‘mce

By moving the cover [ sufficiently for the
insertion of a letter through the slit at o the
spring w is pressed down and latched beneath
the catch npon the spring #, so that the cir-
cuit continnes closed and the alarm or signal
continues to operate.

Upon the door e there is a stud, v, that serves
to hold the spring » toward the spring »; but
80 soon as the door is opened and the stud »
moved from the spring « said spring flies back
and releases the end of the spring », and breaks

‘the electric cireuit, and the alarin ceases.

It is to be undelstood that the springs w »
may both be insulated, and the cirenit-wires
h kconnected directly to the respective springs,
or oue circuit-wire may be conunected to the
metallic letter-box and the other to the spring.

In Letters Patent No. 214,007, granted to
me April 8, 1879, a letter-box is shown with a
circuit- closm g device within the box,operated
by the letter as it is passed into the box, and
the opening of the door of the letter-box dis-
connects the alarm by breaking the eireuit.

I do not herein claim any of the devices
shown therein, my present invention being
limited to a letter-box in which thereis an ex-
ternal cover to the slit in the letter-box, which
cover is moved to allow for the insertion of a
letter, and in so doing the cover actuates the
circuit-closer to the distant alarm.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination, with the letter-box and
the cover to the slit, of a circuit-closer that is
operated by the movement of the cover and
an electric cirenit and distant signaling-in-
strument, substantially as set forth.

2. The (,11‘cmt closing springs u + and cateh,
in combination with the cover and the door of
the letter-box, substautially as specified, so
that the cover, when moved, closes the cirenit,
the springs &IB held by the cateh, and the
springs separate when the dooris opcned sub-
stantially as set forth.

Signed by me this 19th day of May, A. D.
187 9,

WILLIAM H. RODGERS.

Witnesses:
GEo. T. PINCKNEY,
\VILLIA‘\I G. MOTT.




