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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MARTIN M. A. HART-
NEDY, of Steubenville, in the county of Jef-
ferson and State of Ohio, have invented a
new and Improved Pyx, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
the construction of the pyx or small vessel
employed by the Roman Catholic clergy in
carrying the host or holy-communion wafet to
the sick.

Heretofore these have been made square or
round, like the case of a watch or locket; but
these forms have many disadvantages, and are
therefore objectionable. In the first place the
water is of such a size that when placed in a
common box it shakes about and is apt to be
broken ; secondly, in the ordinary box itis al-
ways difficult to take the wafer ont with the
fingers, and it is apt to become broken in do-
ing so.

The object of my invention is to provide a
pyx that will be free from these objeetions.

It consists of a circular plate provided with
a circular cavity forreceiving the wafer, and
opening into another cavity, into which the
finger is inserted, so as to enable the wafer to
be taken out between the thumb and forefin-
ger, .

It further consists of ahinged cover for the
pyx, adapted to fit closely over the cavity, and
thus prevent the wafer from shaking about,
the said cover being held closed by a spring-
cateh.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure Lrep-
resents the pyx closed. Fig. 2 represents it
open, exposing the cavities; and Fig. 3 is a sec-
tion of Fig. 1 on line & @.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

Referring to the-drawings, A is a circular
plate, having a raised rim, a. In the centeris
a circular cavity, B, with a flat bottom. Ad-
joining this is another cavity, C, the outline
forming the segment of a circle, and joining
the outline of cavity B, while the bottom is
concave, and extends slightly into the flat bot-
tom of cavity B. A continuous bead, b, runs
around the edge of the two cavities, said bead
being raised from the surface of the plate.

D is the cover; it is a flat circular plate,
adapted to fit within the rim @, and lie on the
surface of the plate A, and form a flush con-
nection with therima. In the undersurface of
this cover is made a groove, ¢, by striking up
the metal, (forming thus a bead on the upper
side,) or in any other suitable way. This
groove is of the same shape precisely as the
bead b, and occupies the same relative posi-
tion precisely, so that when the coveris closed
down the groove fits over the bead and forms
aclose connection therewith,asshownin Fig. 3.

The cover is connected with the rim « on one
side by a hinge, d. Opposite the hinge a short
semi-cylindrical projection, ¢, is attached to its
edge, and through thisprojectionis made a slot.
When the cover is closed this projection lies
over the barrel f, forming the pendant. In the
center of the barrel is a needle, g, projecting
from its inner end.

E is the crown, fitted over the end of the
pendant, and having a central tube, %, in which
is seated a spiral spring. The needle g enters
the tube and bears against the spring, and
from the end of tube % a catch, ¢, projects up-
ward through a slot in the barrel. ¥rom the .
under side of the pendant hangs a ring, F.

‘When the cover is closed down, the crown E
is pushed in with the finger. This throws the
cateh back, so that projection e fits down fat
on the barrel, the catch passing through the
slot. The crown, being released from pressure,
is thrown out by the spring, and the project-
ing part of the cateh, fitting over the projec-
tion ¢ at the end of the slot, fastens it down,
and thas locks the cover. On the cover, oppo-
sitethe hinged edge, are two bosses, 1 [, against
which the fingers are pressed to assistin open-
ing the cover. ,

The wafers are placed in the central cavity,
B, as indicated Ly the dotted lines, which is
just large enough to receive them snugly and
prevent them from shaking about. 'When they
are to be removed, the cover is lifted, the fore-
finger inserted in the cavity C and pressed un-
der them, and they are caught between the
forefinger and thumb and lifted out without
trouble. Thus a receptacle for the wafers is

formed which is much more convenient than
those now in use, and possesses other advan.




tages which have been fully referred to here-
tofore.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. An improved pyx, composed ot the plate
A, with raised rim a, combined with a central
cavity, B, to receive the wafers, and cavity C,
for allowing the finger to be inserted under
the edge of the wafer, and a suitable cover for
closing the cavities, substantially as described.

2. The cover D, hinged to the rim a,and
adapted to fit down on the plate A within the
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rim, and having the groove con its under side,
in combination with the plate A, having raised
rim a, cavities B C, and bead b, surrounding
the said cavities, so as to fitin the groove ¢in
the cover, and thus form a close joint there-
with, whereby the wafers are held closely, pre-
vented from shaking about, and particles are
prevented from being lost, substantially as de-

seribed.
MARTIN M. A. HARTNEDY.
Witnesses:
W. V. B. CROSKEY,
W. A. OWESNEY.




