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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES"S. HENDRICK-
SON, of Olmsted Falls, Cuyahoga county,
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Carpet-Stretchers, of which the
following is a specification.

The object of my invention is to more readily
stretch or extend carpets or coverings for
floors, and, when thus stretched, the slack to
be held firmly in place by automatic action of
the instrument, allowing the operator the use
of both hands in tacking or otherwise securing
or disposing of the carpet or covering.

This object may be attained by means of the
following arrangement, reference being had to
accompanying drawing, in which the figure is
a perspective view: A lever, A, with handle
attached at upper and lower end, provided
with slightly-curved point,asshown; a curved
or circular arm, B, firmly attached to lever
A abont one-third the distanceup from curved
point, said curved arm B gradually diminish-
ing in width toward the unsecured or extreme
end, and with extreme end resting near or
against lever A; an arm, C, slightly cunrved
and flattened at either end, attached to lever
A at a point being the center of a circle de-
scribed by arm B, and so attached as to have
free action, to be provided with a slot, through
whichis passed arm B,as shown; akey, E, with
a shoulder at lower end and finger-lift at up-
per end, to be passed through slot in arm G, in
such manner as to bear upon the outer face of
arm B, as shown, serving to lock or hold firmly
arm C atany given pointonarm B; a sprin g, I,
firmly attached to the under surface of arm
C, so constructed that the unsecured end there-
of shall press firmly against the shoulder of
key E, as shown, thus holding arm C at any
given point on curved arm B} a lever, D,

with claw or rake-head at lower end, the teeth
of claw being set toward the point of lever A,
lever D to be attached to the outer end of arm
C in such manner as to have free action, and
substantially as shown.

All of the above parts described are to be
constructed of iromn, stecl, or other suitable
materials.

For a convenient size for practical work, le-
ver A should be from twenty to twenty-four
inches in length, and the other parts of pro-
portionate size, reference being had to aceom-
panying drawing.

In operating this improvement, fix the point
of long Jever A and the claw or rake-head of
lever D into the carpet or covering to be
stretched in such position that lever D shall
stand at an angle of about forty-five degrees,
(45°.) By bearing down upon lever D, the key
E adjusts itself, thus holding arm C and lever
D in the position attained; and, finally, by
applying force to the upper end of lever A,
acting from the operator, the short lever D is
necessarily drawn toward lever A, and there
held firmly by the automatic action. of key B,
thus allowing the operator the use of both
hands in securing or disposing of the carpet
or covering as stretched.

What I claim as my invention and as new
is—

The combination of lever A with curved
arm B, arm C, key E, spring F, and lever D,
with claw or rake-head attached, substantially
as shown and described.
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