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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WiLrL1AM B, HALL, of
Chicago, Cook county, State of Illinois, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Husking Implements, of which the following
is a full description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents-the complete device;
Figs. 2 and 3, the blanks forming one portion
of the thumb; Fig. 4, the blank forming the
finger; Fig. 5, the blanks forming the other
portion of the thumb, connected by the wrist-
strap.

This invention relates to corn-husking im-
plements or devices, and has for its principal
objects to form or make a thumb or cot that
will conform to the shape of the thumb, and
which, when attached to the ‘hand, will fit the
thumb properly and will not slip in use, and
to make the connection between the thumb
and finger an adjustable one, so as to retain
the proper relation between the husking de-
vices attached to such finger and thumb for
use in husking; and its nature consists in pro-
vidingathumb cotor stall divided transversely
and having the division united at the center
and ends, with the sides or portions between
the connecting points left open or yielding to
make the connection between the two parts
one that will canse the strain in use to draw
the cot or stall back, and yet allow perfect
freedom of movement, and in providing an
adjustable connection for the thumb and fin-
ger, so that the position of the husking de-
vices can be properly adjusted.

"In the drawings, A B represent the thumb
cot or stall. Thepart A forms a cover for the

- thumb, and the part B for the ball of the
thumb, and these parts are joined together so
as to bring the place where united at, or nearly
at, the second joint of the thumb. As shown,
the part A is made from two blanks cut as
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, and the part B from
two blanks cut as shown in Fig. 5. Each
blank for the part A, as shown, has a flap or
end, j, and is cut away at ¢ to form the re-
-quired opening for the thumb. Each blank at
one edge has a series of holes, @, to receive
rivets or other fastening devices for uniting
them on that side or edge, and the other edge
has a series of holes, a’, to receive a lacing-

cord, b”, by means of which they are fastened
or united, the end of the thumb being closed
by folding the flaps j over and passing the
lacing-cord through the holes a/ in each flap.
The two parts A B are fastened together by
the rivets %, which pass ‘through the holes ¢’
and ¥, and the lacing-cord b at the center,
which lacing-cord also unites the blanks for
the part B by passing through the holes b on
the edge of each blank, as shown in Fig. 1.

C O’ is the wrist-strap, C being attdched to
one part of B, and (' to the other part. In
the strap C is a series of holes, ¢, to receive
the tongue ¢’ of an ordinary buckle on the end
of C. L

D D is the adjusting-strap for attaching the
thumb and finger. D is attached to the thumb,
as shown in Ifig. 5, and D’ to the finger, as
shown in Fig. 1. In D is a series of holes, d,
to attach an ordinary buckle, and in D’ is a
series of holes, d, to receive the tongue @ of
the buckle. ,

E is the cot or stall for the forefinger. Itis
formed from a blank cut as shown in Tig. 4,
around the outer edges or sides of which is a
series of holes, ¢, which receive a lacing-string,
¢/, by means of which the edges are united, as
shown. The finger has a flap or end, k, which
can be folded over to close the end, the lacing
¢’ being passed through the holes ¢ in k& for
fastening it. .

F is the loop or strap for the middle and last
fingers of the hand. It may be made of three
pieces, as shown, so as to have one opening,
K, for the middle, and another, F¥, for the last
two fingers, or in any other suitable form. As
shown, the straps have holes £, by means of
which and the string /7 its size can be varied
to adapt the openings T B for fingers of dif-
ferent persons.

G is the husking-pin, riveted or otherwise
fastened to F, and attached to the finger E by
astring orothersuitable device, whichis passed
through the holes ¢ in the finger.

H are metal plates or disks attached to the
thumb to protect it. As shown, they are at:
tached at the holes @, and form rivets for fast-
ening the thumb at that point. A biece of
leather or other flexible material, ¢/, may be
attached to the end of C to prevent the strap
from being pulled out of the buckle.
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By making the thumb cot or stall in two
parts, with the division at the secoud joint of
the thumb, it allows the cot to conform to the
shape of the thumb and to bend at that point
with the thumb, and no slipping to any extent
will take place, because the strain will be taken
by the wrist-strap, and the tendency of this
strain will be to draw the part B tighter over
the ball of the thumb, on its upper surface,
and to allow it to yield or spring out on its
edges, especially at the division-line, so that
the part A will be prevented from slipping for-
ward or off the thumb, but will be drawn back.

Instead of making the part A of two pieces,
as shown, it can be cut from a single piece
having a contour on its outer edges similar to
that of the two pieces, and the part B can also
be cut in a single piece with its outer edges
similar to that of the two pieces shown. When
cut from single pieces the lacing can be dis-
pensed with, the edges of A beinglapped and
secured by the plates or rivets H; orit can be
used in the part A if it is desired to have the
under face smooth. A third rivetor other de-

vice may be used to attach the pieces at the
center of the division in place of the lacing.
By connecting the finger and thumb by a
strap which can be adjusted todifferentlengths
the distancecan beregulated to suit the wearer,
and by this means the husking devices can be
brought to the proper position for work. This

adjusting-strap can be secured to the finger
and thumb stalls in any suitable manner.

The ends or flaps j & might be dispensed
with, in which case the end of the finger or
thumb would be open; and other forms of fin-
ger-stalls than the one shown may be used.

The closing of the ends of the cots or stalls
is not absolutely essential, but is desirable in
use.

The form of the thamb-stall can be varied
somewhat, but in all cases the division should
be at a point nearthesecond jointof the thumb,
so that the thumb can bend freely without dis-
placing the cot or stall, and should be to some
extent open or loose.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. A thumb cot or stall made in two parts,
having the division between them left open or
yielding on each of its sides, to allow a free
movement and prevent slipping of the cot,
substantially as specified.

2, In a husking implement, a thumb cot or
stall, A B, and wrist-strap C C’, in combina-
tion with the adjustable strap D D/ and finger
cot or stall E, substantially as and for the pur-

poses specified.
WILLIAM E. HALL.
Witnesses:
O. W, BonND,
H. F. BRUNS.




