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To all whom it may concern : »

Be it known that I, COOPER SPENCER, of the
city and county of Providence, aud State of
Rhode Island, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Tackle-Blocks; and I
do hereby declare that the following specifica-
tion, taken in connection with the accompany-
ing drawings, forming a part of the same, is a
full, clear, and exact description thereof.

The invention hereinafter deseribed relates
to the construction of tackle-blocks; and it
consists in making a metal snatch-block with
duplicate cheeks or sides, which can' be cast
from one pattern, mounting such cheeks on
the sheave-axle so that they may be separated
in parallel planes, and providing said cheeks
with hooks -or equivalent devices which en-
gage each other laterally, furnish a means for
quickly and conveniently attaching and de-
taching the block, and distribute the strain
equally. on each cheek.

It also consists in providing the hook por-
tions of a block so constructed with mortises
and dowels, which assist in preventing the
cheeks from lateral movement when the block
is closed, and also furnish a means by which
said cheeks may be temporarily or permanently
secured against separation if desired.

Snatch - blocks ‘as heretofore constructed
have been mainly of two varieties—those
whose cheeks are secured to each other at the
bottom, and one cheek provided with ahinged
flap, which can be turned down after the lock-
ing pin or hook has been removed, and a sec-
ond variety, in which the cheeks are mounted
on the sheave-axle and are separable in paral-
lel planes.

As far as I am aware, cast-metal snatch-
blocks have never been made with cheeks or
sides one of which was the counterpart of the
other. Such, cheeks have been relatively dif-
ferently formed, and various constructions em-
ployed for securing them against separation
after the block has been rove. This lack of

uniformity in the cheeks and the character of
the devices employed for securing said cheeks
temporarily to each other have made snatch-
blocks comparatively expensive, particularly
those made of cast metal, for the reason that
a distinet pattern for each cheek has been re-
quired, and separate pieces in the form of

hooks or pins and clasps have had to be made
and applied to the blocks. Turthermore, the
devices employed for attaching mnost varieties
of blocks in position have been usually of such
formation that the blocks could easily become
detached when not under strain, unless the
precaution was taken to lash or otherwise
treat said devices to prevent accidental de-

tachment. / :

The objects, therefore, of my invention are,
first, to turnish a snateh-block of simple and
comparatively inexpensive construction, which
can be easily attached and detached, and be
securely held in position by the attaching de-
vices without lashing or otherwise treating
said devices; and, seecond, to furnish other
means by which the cheeks of the block may
be permanently secured against separation if
desired. .

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents afront elevation of myimproved snatch-
block, the cheeks being closed. Fig. 2 shows
the same with the cheeks separated to admit
of the block being rove and attached,

The construction of my improved snatch-
block will be understood by an examination of

‘Figs. 1 and 2, in which A represents the

sheave; B, the sheave-axle, and C the dupli-
cate cheeks mounted on said axle so as to be
separable in parallel planes. ¢

Each cheek is provided with a hook, D, form-
ing a part of such cheek, the said hooks far-
nishing a means for attaching the.block se-
curely in position and causing the strain to be -
distribated equally on each side.. These hooks
are provided with dowels, as at d, and mor-
tises, as at d’, the dowels entering the mortises
when the block is closed, and assisting to pre-
vent the cheeks from lateral separation.

For the purpose of making a double-becket
block, each cheek may be supplied with a sec-
ond hook, as shown by dotted lines in said
figures, the hooks of each cheek engaging the
hooks of the fellow cheek laterally.

The cheeks of a snatch - block thus con-
structed can be cast from one pattern, the
block will be simple and inexpensive in con-
struction, can be easily attached, will not be-
come accidentally detached, and no lashing of
the hooks is necessary to secure the block in
position,
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For the purpose of securing the sides of the
block - against : separation. when desired the
length of the dowels d is made : greater than
the depth of the mortises d’, so that said dow-
els . may be: headed over, or a hole: drilled: in
each and a pin inserted, the former method
being preferable for permanently securing said
sides together, and the latter for temporary
purposes.

A tackle-block furnished with my improved
attaching devices may be easily and :quickly
mounted in position,and will be secure against
accidental: detacliment without the necessity
of lashing,

Although in'my improved snatch-block, as
shown, the hooks D engage each other in a
plane occupied by the axis of the sheave-axle,
yet the said hooks may be arranged to engage
each other in a plane at right angles: to said
axis, the dowels and mortises being dispensed
with, and the engaging faces of the hooks be-
ing slightly corrugated if desired.

Having deseribed: my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. A cast-metal snateh-block :frame ' com-
posed of two counterpart cheeks, C C, which
are extended in the form of duplieate ‘hook

portions ‘D D, and which ean: be produced
from one pattern, as described, the said hook
portions being arranged to engage each other
laterally and furnish a ‘means for: directly at-
taching the framein position, substantially as
set forth.

2. The snatch-block: herein described, hav-
ing cheeks which are mounted on the sheave-
axle so as to be separable in parallel planes,
and said cheeks provided: with hook portions
D D, which form a part of or are securely at-
tached to said cheeks, engage each other lat-
erally, and directly attach the block in posi-
tion, substantially as described and shown.

3. In combination: with 'the cheeks ‘of a
tackle-block, a hook or hooks forming a part
of or securely attached to each cheek respect-
ively, and provided with a dowel and mortise,
which assist to prevent the cheeks of the block
from lateral separation when said hooks are
in contact, and furnish a means by which the
said cheeks may be: securely attached to each
other, substantially as set forth.

COOPER SPENCER.
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EDSON SALISBURY JONES,
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