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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JoEN HOWENSTINE, of |
Fort Wayne, in the county of Allen and State
of Indiana, have invented a new and Improved
Fastener for Shoes, &c., of which the follow-
ing is a specification,

My invention relates to an improved device
for fastening shoes, gloves, satchels, and other
similar articles; the object whereof is to pro-
vide a simple and efficient device for the pur-
pose, easy to operate, and not-liable to get out
of order.

The invention consists of a case secured to
the flap, in which is pivoted a lateh or catch,
held in position by a spring, and of a tongue
fastened to the other side of the opening,
which is adapted to enter the said case and to
be engaged by the catch, and thus fasten the
two parts together. The catch is caused to
release the tongue by pressing the end pro-
jecting out of the case down with the finger.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
shows my improved fastener applied to fasten
together the two parts of a shoe or other ar-
ticle. Tig. 2 is a section of the fastener on
line # #, Fig. 1; and Figs. 3,4, 5,6,and 7 rep-
resent in detail the several parts of the fast-
ener.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parfs.

Referring to the drawings, A is the case of
the fastener, provided on its under side with
prongs «, for passing through the flap te clinch
the case to the same. B is the catch, curved
and having on its edges or sides pivots b b,
which are entered in holes ¢ ¢ in the sides of
the case, so that the straight end will be

.within the case, while a small portion will

project from under the case in position to be
pressed upon by the finger. O is the spring,
which bears on the upper side of the catch
and keeps it down. Disthe tongue, provided
with prougs e, which are passed through the
opposite flap from the one the case is attached
to.

The device is applied and used in the fol-
lowing manuer: The flat portion d of spring
C is laid on flap E, with its shank f projecting
over it. This shank is bent under the flap.
Two of the prongs a. of the case are thrust

through the holes g in the spring, and then,
together with the remaining prong, through
the flap and through the holes in the washer
¥, and when the case is pushed down close, so
as to clasp the flap and shank of the spring
between the part d of the spring and washer,
the ends of the prongs projecting beyond the
washer are bent down, fastening all the parts
securely to the flap.

The tongue, which has an upward bend, &,
in it to bring it up to a level with the en-
trance to the case, is secured to its flap E/ by
bending its prongs up against the under side

| of the flap.

In fastening the shoe, the flaps are drawn
together and the tongue entered into the case,
pushed against the cateh, which rises over the
lip on the end of the tongue, and then falls
back of the same under the pressure of the
spring, and thus fastens it in place.

To unfasten, press the finger or nail on the
part of the catch 4 projecting out from under
the case. This raises its inner end and re-
leases the tongue, which immediately slips
back, and thus enables the flaps to be drawn
apaat

This fastener is neat in appearence, snnple
in construction, and much more durable than
buttons and other devices now employed for
the same purpose.

Having thus described my mventlon ‘T claim
as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

1. An improved fastener for shoes, gloves,
or similar articles, consisting of the case A,
pivoted catch B, actuating - spring C, and
tongue D, all arranged as shown and de-
seribed, and provided with attaching-prongs,
as and for the purpose set forth.

2. In animproved fastening device, the case
A, provided with the catch B and its actuat-
ing-spring O, in combination ‘with the tongue
D, the case and tongue each provided with
attaching-prongs, all substantially as shown
and described.
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