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To all whom it may concern :

Beitknown that we, LEwIS LEANDER SMITH,
FREDERICK LEONARD KNABLE, and HENRY
FraNcrs SmiTw, of Orange, in the county of
Essex and State of New Jersey, have invented
a new and useful Improvement in Stiff-Hat
Flanges, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

Figure 1 is a top view of one of our im-
proved flanges. Tig. 2 is an end view of the
same, part being broken away to show the con-
struction. Fig. 3 is an end view of the same,
illustrating the mode of separatin g the flange
from the hat. Fig. 4is a detail side view of
the stand.

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. _

The object of this invention is to furnish an
improved flange for use in shaping the brims
of stiff hats, and which shall be so formed that
it may be removed from the hat without chang-
ing the shape of the brim.

The invention consists in a flange for shap-
ing the brims of stiff hats, made in two parts,
with the lines of division at the front and rear
sides, and with the end edges of the one part
convex and the end edges of the other part
concave, to adapt the flange to be withdrawn
from the hat without changing the shape of
the hat-brim, as hereinafter fully described.

A represents the stand upon which the flange
is placed when in use, and which has a shoul-
der around its bottom for the lower edge of
the flange B to rest upon. The stand A is
made of such a height that its upper edge may
correspond with the upper edge of the flan ge
B, and its cavity is made large enough to re-
ceive and fit upon the body of the hat.

The upper edge or top of the flan ge B is made

of the exact shape required to be given to the
hat-brim. The flange B is made in two parts,
meeting each other at the front and rear sides
of the flange, and the end edges of the one
part are convex and the end edges of the other
bart concave, as shown in the drawings,

With this construction, when the hat-Lrim
has been properly shaped, and the hat is to
be removed from the flange, the flange B is
raised from the stand A, and the lower edge
of one of its parts is turned outward, as shown
in Fig. 3, which movement withdraws the said
part from the hat without changing the shape
of its brim. The other partis then withdrawn
from the hat by a similar movement. The
parts of the flange B are kept in place upon
the shoulder of the stand A by dowel-pins C
attached to the said shoulder; and which en-
ter holes in the lower edges of the parts of the
said flange. :

Having thus described our invention, we
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— )

A flange for shaping the brims of stiff hats,
made in two parts, with the lines of division at
the front and rear sides, and with the end
edges of the one part convex and the end
edges of the other part concave, to adapt the
flange to be withdrawn from the hat without
changing the shape of the hat-brim, substan-
tially as herein shown and described.
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