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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

SIDNEY W. HOPKINS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO ANNA MARIA

HOPKINS, OF SAME PLACE.

‘IMPRO‘V-EMENT IN SIGN-HOLDERS.

RS S‘peciﬁcation forming part of Letters Patent No. 218,883, dated August 26, 1879 ; application filed
December 27, 1878,

o all whom it May concern : .

Be it known that I, SIDNEY WRIGHT Hop-

. KINS, of the city of New York, in the county:
and State of New York, have invented a new
and useful Tmprovement in Sign-Holders and
Advertising-Signs, of which the following is.

~a full, true; and exact description, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings,

- My invention consists of ‘an improvement
in sign-holders and signs for advertising pur-
poses, especially such as are intended to be

; attached: and fastened to posts, pillars, col-

. umus, or other vertical supports, and which
are arranged to allow of the ready substitution

. of one advertisement for another,

My sign-holder is sv arranged that, first, it
-can be readily and quickly attached to a post
- or other upright support, and quite as. readily
- and quickly be detached and removed there-

from, and be reattached to another- post or
other upright support without interferin g with,
disarranging, or in the slightest degree dis-
turbing any of the é"dvertising-signs which it
holds; secondly, it will securely hold,and at the
. same time expose to view, any given number of
advertising-signs, of any desired or fixed width
or-of different widths, upon each or all of
‘which advertisements may ‘be displayed ;
_thirdly, it will allow of the ready and instant
. removal of-any one or more of the advertising-
. signs and the substitution of others without
disturbing any of its fellows, or without the
‘necessity of either removing or disconnecting
. the sign-holder or any part of if from the post
-or-support to which it is attached ; fourthly,
- each and every advertising-sign is held in its
- proper place in the sign-holder, and securely
. locked therein by an apparatus which prevents
, the alteration or removal of any of the adver-
- tising-signs which it contains without the use
of the proper key; fifthly, the same apparatus
- which holds and securely locks the advertis-
- Ing-signs in their proper places in the sign-
holder at the same time also holds and securely
locks the sign-holder in position on, and pre-
- vents its removal from, the post or other up-
- right. support to which it is attached withont
- the use of 'the proper key; sixthly, it can be
attached and permanently fastened to a post
- or other. upright support independent of the

1is partially withdrawn.

locking apparatus before referred to; sev-
enthly, it is reversible and interchangeable in
all its parts, and its contained signs are inter-

~changeable one with another.

My invention will beclearly understood from

_the accompanying drawings, in which Figure
.1 represents a perspective view of my- sign-

holder in position on the post or supporting-
column, with the advertisements displayed
thereon. One of the locking contrivances is
opened and raised, and the other two are closed
andin position,andoneof the advertising-signs
Fig. 2 represents an
inside view, in perspective, of one of the three
reversible skeleton embracing-frames, (which
forms a section or one-third of my sign-holder
when attached to the post,) with the advertis-
ing-signs and loeking contrivances rémoved.
Fig. 3 represents an outside view, in perspec-
tive, of one of the three reversible skeleton
embracing-frames, showing the supporting-
grooves or slideways into and between which
the signs are drawn. Tig. 4 represents a top
or bottom view of my sign-holder when at-
tached to a post, showing the adjustable
clamps by means of which it is fastened thereto.
Fig. 5 represents a perspective view of one of
the reversible locking contrivances, showing
the retaining-lips and the hinge-hasps at each
end. Tig. 6 represents a sectional view of one
of the ends of the sign-holder, with the locking
contrivance removed, showin g the supporting-
grooves or slideways into and between which
the signs are drawn. Tig. 7 represents my
adjustable elamp in perspective, showing the
three supporting-arms, with the fastening-
nuts or thumb-screws attached thereto. Fig.
8 represents one of the supporting-arms of the
adjustable clamp, with the fastenin g-nut or
thumb-serew belonging thereto unserewed.
My apparatus consists, generally, of three
reversible skeleton embracing-frames, tripli-
cates of each other, and made of wood or metal,
or a combination of wood and metal, or other
equivalents, and the vertical braces j j 5y pPD,
and ¢ ¢ ¢, placed at certain distances apart,
and fastened to the series of horizontal fram.
ing-ribs y, which are placed at equal distances
from each other, and are straight on the out-
side, and so shaped on. the inside as to form
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when put together a triangular or three-sided
sign-holder. _

The three reversible skeleton embracing-
frames A A A are kept firmly in their places

when joined together around a post, and are.

prevented from shifting or moving upward,
downward, or sidewise by the entry of the
tenons o into the tenon-chambers w, as shown
in Fig. 2. .

On the outside edge of each of the horizon-
tal framing-ribs y are the series of support-
ing-grooves or slideways k, as shown in Fig.
3, which are made of wood, metal, or other
suitable material, and adapted to support the
advertising-signs O C G, which are made of
paper, glass, tin, iron, or other material, and
adapted to slide in between any two of the
supporting-grooves or slideways k, as shown
in Fig. 1, the lower sign being practically
withdrawn.

Hinged by the hinge-hasps n n to each end
of both the top and bottom horizontal fram-
ing-ribs y of the three reversible skeleton em-
‘pracing-frames A A A, and covering the out-
side vertical opening formed by joining them
together, are the three reversible locking con-
trivances D D D, which are triplicates of each
other, and are made precisely alike at both
ends, of wood or metal, or both combined, or
other suitable material, and are arranged to
be opened and closed and fastened at either
or both ends, and are adapted to grasp and
securely hold and lock together the three re-
versible skeleton embracing-frames A A A,
and, by means of the retaining-lips #, to hold
in position and securely lock therein the ad-
vertising-signs C C C, as shown in Fig. 1.

At both the top and bottom of the reversi-
ble skeleton embracing-frames A A A, and ab
each end thereof, the hinge-hasps n n pass
over the ends of the twin vertical staple-
braces p p p, to which they are securely fast-
ened by theé double hooks # # r, and they also
pass ovér the twin staples s s s, to which they
are also fastened by the double hooks r 7 7,
and securely locked in position thereon by
means of the padlocks f f f, by means of which
the three reversible skeleton embracing-frames
A A- A are more securely and tightly held to-
gether and in position against and around the
post E, as shown in Fig. 4. Surrounding and
at the same time tightly clasping the post or
supporting-column B, one above and the other
below the sign-holder, are the two adjustable
clamps ¢ ¢, which are securely and firmly fast-
ened in their. respective places thereon by
ineans of the bolts and nuts I I l. Extending
outward from three sides of each of the clamps
are the three supporting-arms % I h, to which
the three vertical supporting-braces j jj are
attached and securely fasteued into position
by the fastening-nuts or thumb-screws m im m,
by means of which each of the three reversi-
ble skeleton-embracing frames A A A is sep-
arately and securely suspended from above

_say, as to

and supported from below in its place against
and around the post E, as shown in Figs. 1
and 4. '

Tt will be seen that my sign-holder is revers-
ible and also interchangeable one part with
every other part—that is to say, each and
every skeleton embracing-frame is reversible,
and will fit each and every other skeleton em-
bracing-frame when placed in position against
and around a post, and each and every lock-
ing contrivance is reversible, and will fit each
and every place provided to receive one; and
each and every clamp is reversible as well as
‘adjustable and interchangeable one part with
another, and will receive and support each
and every skeleton embracing-frame, S0 that
a sign-holder can be formed by placing to-
gether any three of the skeleton embracing-
frames without any regard whatever to the
top or bottom of either of them—that is to
which end shall be upward and
which end downward when being joined to-
gether. )

It will also be seen that advertising-signs of
any specific or desired width, and also of dif-
ferent, widths, either or both, can at the same
time be used in my sign-holder—that is to say,
advertising-signs can be unsed of any width
that will admit of their being slid between
and into any two of the slideways by simply
covering any desired number of the interme-
diate slideways. An advertising-sign, for in-
stance, might be used covering the entire face
of one.of the skeleton embracing-frames by
sliding it between and into the extreme upper
and lower slideways and covering all the in- -
termediate ones.

I have heretofore made application for a
two - sided sign-board, jand I disclaim any-
thing herein shown conflicting with that ap-
plication. This sign-board differs from that
in being provided with sign-holders visible
from all sides.

What I claim as my-invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. An advertising-sign holder formed by
joining together, in the shape of a triangle,
three skeleton embracing - frames, each of
which consists of a series of horizontal ribs
or plates and vertical supports, and provided
with 2 series of slideways for the purpose of
supporting alterable signs, slipped in longi-
tudinally, and with three locking contriv-
ances, each oue of which is arranged to grasp
vertically any two of the embracing-frames,
where they are joined together at the ends,
thereby locking the signs in position, substan-
tially as described.

2. The combination of the three skeleton
embracing-frames A A A, provided with sign-
holding slideways %, fastened at _each end by
a vertical locking contrivance, D, adapted to
embrace and hold together the three skeleton
embracing - frames A A A and to lock the
signs O C C in position, the said locking con-
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trivance being provided with locking-hasps
and padlocks, substantially as described.

3. The triplicate sign-holder here described,
‘provided with three equal sign:-holding sur-
faces, which are locked together, and the piv-
oted locking contrivances, which embrace the
three angles of said sign-holding surfaces,
and serve the double purpose of holding said

angles firmly together and of preventing the
withdrawal of the sign, substantially as de-
seribed.

SIDNEY W. HOPKINS.

Witnesses:
S. F. SULL1VAN,
WM. J. SAWYER.




