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To all whom it may concern:

Beitknown that I, CHARLES A. A. TRENCH-
EVENT DE ST. AUBIN, of the city of St. Louis,
in the State of Missouri, have invented a cer-
tain new and useful Improvement in Hitch-
Straps, of which the following is a full, clear,
and exact deseription, reference being had to

. the accompanying drawing, forming part of
this specification.

My improved strap has a snap-hook at that
end which is secured to the hitch-post, and a
numberof metalloops placed at intervals along
the strap, into any one of which the snap-hook
may be hooked, (according to the-size of the
post.)

My improvement consists in providing the
part of the strap going around the post with a
draw-spring of rubber, to take up any slack
around the post and prevent the strap slip-
ping down upon it.

M) improvement also consmts, in combina-
tion in the strap, of the draw-spring and series
of loops.

The drawing is a perspective view of my im-
provement.

A is the strap, (of leather.) That end which
is connected to the bridle of the horse has,
preferably, a snap-hook, B, as a means of con-
nection with the same. A% the other end of
the strap (that is to say, the part which is
lapped around .the post D) is a snap-hook, C,
for engagement upon either one of the metal
loops B, of which there may be more or less,
placed at a distance apart upon the strap.
The purpose of having anumber (two or more)
of these loops is to fit the strap for encircling
hitch-posts of various dimensions, (the strap
being put around the post and the snap being
engaged in the appropriate loop I.)

T I are two loops placed a distance apart
in the strap, and conne(,ted by a spring, G, of
rubber or metal.

The part a of the leather s'ma-p between the’

loops F is longer than the rubber strap G
when it is in its normal or unstretched condi-
tion, so that the tendency of the spring is to
keep the part @ in a loose curve. The object

of this construction is to cause the strap to
contract upon - any object, D, around which it
may be secured, so as to prevent its slipping
downward on the same, while at the same
time the part @ would be in reserve to resist

any strain that might be brought upon the
strap by the animal.

I will not now describe the construetion of
the snap C, as it is intended to make the snap
the subject'of a separate application.

This strap is intended to enable the horse
to be tied to objects of various sizes, and to
insure that the strap shall not slip down on
these.objects. I would instance a smooth tele-
graph-pole or stone or metal column, and from
these to any object of very small diameter. In
any case the part, A/, surrounding the object
would not be liable to slip on the object, as it
would be always drawn tightly &round it,
either by the sprmg G or by the strain of the
horse.

-In attaching, the forefinger may be inserted
in the eye ¢,.and the part A/ drawn tightly
around the post D, and the snap engaged up-
on one of the loops E. Whatever slack there
may be in the part A’is taken up by the spring
@, so that the part A’ is held by friction from
slipping on the hitch post or eolurn-1).

Inunhitehing, the finger may be again placed

‘inthe éyec,and the next fin ger bearing against

the shoulder ¢/, the snap is drawn so as to
loosen it in the loop and the lateh C’ simnl-
taneously retracted, zmd the snap disengaged

 from the loop E.

The spring G has another advantage in ad-
dition to that stated—rviz., it prevents the horse
subjecting the strap to a sudden jerk.

The series of loops enable the strap to be
taken up as short as may be desired, the strap
being run through the bridle-ring, and thesnap
B brought back and engaged in one of:the
loops E.

I claim as my invention—

1. A hiteh-strap, A, provided with spring
G, having loops F F secured thereto, the said
loops being rigidly secured to the strap near
one end, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth.

2. The combination of the hitch-strap A,
having a series of loops, E E, loops F F, and
spring G, substantially as and for the purpose
set forth

CHARLES A. A. TRENCHEVENT DE ST. AUBIN,
‘Witnesses: ‘
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