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- To all whom it may concern : :

Beit known that I, HENRY R. BURROUGHS,

of Chicago; Cook county, State of Illinois, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Barbed Fences, of which - the following is a
full deseription, reference bein g had tothe ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figurelisaside elevation,showing a panelof
completed fence containing my improvement;
Fig. 2, an elevation showin g a single post with
one strip in section. Fig. 3is a top view of a
" single strip with a barb applied thereto. Fig.
4 18 a section at line x of Fig. 3. ‘

As barbed fences are now made cattle and
horses are liable to be seriously injured by the
barbs, which are rigidly attached to the wire
or metal strip forming part of the fence.

The object of my invention is to construct a
barbed fence in such manner that it will be effi-
cient,but will not be dan gerous, which Taccom-
plish by means of flat strips of metal to which
barbs are loosely applied, as hereinafter fully
set forth, :

In the drawings, A represents flat strips of
metal of any suitable width and len gth. They
may be made of steel or galvanized iron, or of
common iron suitably coated to prevent rust,
in any known way. )

@ are barbs, made preferably of sheet metal.
As shown, they are star-shaped and have six
points; but they may have a greéater or less
number of points. These barbs are loosely
connected with the strips A, each by means
of a rivet, b, and so that.each barb can rotate
freely on its rivet, the barb being preferably
placed on the face or top of the strip A in the
completed fence. These strips A, with loose
barbs a, are secured to the posts B, so that the
strips and barbs thereon stand at right angles
with the posts, presenting the points of the
barbs, or some of ‘such points, toward an ap-
proaching animal. The strips may belet into,
or partly into, the posts by sawing therein,
".and may be secured by means of nails ; or they
can be held in place by means of staples, one

edge of the strip being placed in contact with
the posts.

" As shown, the barbs are countersunk atthe
center, which gives a little more freedom of
movement.

I am aware that barbs have been rigidly se-
cured to flat bands, the bands being in a ver-
tical position and the prongs of the barbs be-
ing bent so as to stand in different directions.

I am also aware that barbs have been placed
loosely on a wire, so as to rotate thereon, as
shown by Patent No. 67,117, to Wm. D. Hunt,
the barbs being in vertical planes at right an-
gles to the wire. ' o

Animals are likely to come in contact with
barbs at various angles thereto, and frequently
when moving in lines nearly parallel with the
fence. In all such cases barbs which can be
rotated on a wire are not likely to be rotated
at all, but will be cramped on the wire, and
will frequently tear the flesh as the animal
suddenly moves; but in such cases, if barbs
be used which rotate in planes which are hori-
zontal instead of vertical, the barbs must ro- -
tate with the movement of the animal, and will
not tear the flesh, but will be withdrawn there-
from without material injury. At the same
time a sufficient warning will be given to the
animal. .

The action of a barb which rotates in a hori-
zontal plane is very different from that of a
barb-which rotates on a wire and in a vertical
plane. .

My improvement provides for the rotation
of many-pointed barbs in a horizontal plane.

I do not elaim, broadly, a rotating barb.

What I do claim, and desire to secure by

‘Letters Patent, is as follows: -

1. Asanimprovementin barbed fencin g ma-
terial, a strip of metal, A, provided with barbs
@, each barb being connected with such strip
by means of a single rivet, b, and in such man-
ner that the barb can rotate on the rivet, sub-
stantially as specified. '

2. A barbed fence consisting of posts B
and flat strips of metal, A, provided with barbs
@, connected with such strips by means of riv-
ets b, and so that the barbs can rotate easily,
such, strips being secured to the posts, sub-
stantially as and for the purposes specified.
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