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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, EDWARD P. FOLLETT,
of the city of Rochester, in the county of Mon-
roe and State of New York, bave. invented
new and useful Improvements in Hermetically-
Sealed Cans,of which the following is a speci-
fication.

This invention relates to tin cans which can
be opened without a knife; and.consists in
the construction and arrangement of parts,
hereinafter particularly set forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents my improved can in perspective.
Fig. 2 represents the same inverted. Fig. 3
representsatransverse vertical section throngh
the can standing on one of its edges, and Fig.
4 represents the said can with the lap and part
of the body torn open. o

A is the head, and B the body, of the can.

The oxidizable edge of the orifice O is turned
out, so that when the cap is put on the edge
it will be covered and prevented from rusting.
At the same time space is left between the
cap P and the head A for receiving solder for
securing the parts. ’

By means of the channel ¢ on the border of
the head A the oxidizable edge is turned out
at right angles to the head and brought even
with the edge of the body B, and the plane of
the head also; bus, if -desired, by moving the
channel more or less farther back from the
edge, thereby leaving a wider margin to be
turned out, the plane may be depressed be-
low the corners of the can.

L is a diamond-shaped or tapered lap of
the body B, the dotted lines showing the un-
der part, which is soldered to the outside part
of the body.

The loop ise formed from an extension of ;

the lap L by doubling the extension.over on
itself. The ring s is rigidly soldered in and

- with the loop [, so as to prevent the ring from

turning in the loop, that in the operation of
opening the can by raising the ring r out of
the eavity ¢ the solder of the lap L will be
broken, as an initial point for tearing open
the lap. :
* The depth and diameter of the circular cav-
ity ¢ are regulated to suit the ring 7.

For theconvenienceof handling and packing

the can for transportation, the ring » is sunk
to come level with the plane of the body B.

It.is evident that the lap L may be applied
to the head A or any part of the can’s surface,
as seen at Fig. 2. _

All parts of the can, including the orifice O,
channel ¢, and lap I, are cut out with a die,
and the cavity ¢ sunk at the point for receiv-
ing the ring . Then the loop I at the end of
the outside part of the lap L is formed, and
the ring rinserted therein. The ring » and loop
[ are then rigidly soldered together on the
back side of lap L. Then the inside of the
overlapped end and the outside of the under-
lapped end of the lap I, out to the ring » and
cavity %, are soldered together by applying
solder on the inside of the body in a manner
to bring the said ring at the right place for
resting in the cavity #. The heads A are then
adjusted so as to bring their turned-out edges
even with the edges of the body B. Then
each head is dipped in acid, then in a solder-
bath, which operation solders the heads to the
body and completes the can.

To open the can, as the face portion of the
lap L is brought nearly to a point at the loop
Iy and it being soldered on the inside, by in-
serting - the finger-nail under the ring ¥, as it
is rigidly soldered in the loop, the ring, acting
as a lever, is raised out of the cavity, and the

- solder securing the lap together is easily first

brokerr at the edge of the cavity ¢, back of
the loop I, after which the whole lap is easily
torn apart, and the body, if desired, torn from
the heads without cutting, leaving them un-
injured and in a condition to be again used.
The advantages of the invention are the fol- -

‘lowing: A can is furnished which may be

opened without cutting, and quicker and easier

‘than by doing so. At the same time rust in the

can is avoided; and while the body may be
torn entirely off by hand, the heads are ina
condition to be used again.

Having now described my inveution, what
I claim, and wish to secure by Letters Patent,
is—

1. In a sealed metal can, the body B, hav-
ing thelap L, provided with the ring r, rigidly
soldered in the loop I, and cavity #, receiving
the ring within the surface of the can, by
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which an even surface is preserved, and the
solder securing the lap is first broken at the
edge of the cavity in the act of raising the
ring, as described.

2. In a metal can, the heads A, having the
channel ¢, by which their edges are turned
outward to come even with the edges of the
body, in combination with the body B, pro-
vided with the lap L, cavity ¢, ring », and loop
I, for the purposes essentially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereto sub-
seribed my name this 20th day of November,
1878.

EDWARD P. FOLLETT.
Witnesses:

B. I. PARSONS,
A. 1. Bixny.




