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TUNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

CHARLES R. HARRISON, OF FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN.

IMPROVEMENT IN POSTAL CARS.

Specification foxming part of Letters Patent No. 219,155, dated September 2, 1879 ; application filed
May 22, 1879. )

To all whom it may concern: _

Be:it known that I, CHARLES R. HARRISON,
of Fond du Lac, in the county of Fond du Lac
and Siate of Wiscousin, have invented a new
and useful Improvementin Postal Cars, which
improvement is fully set forthin the following
specification, refererice being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

In my postal-car apparatus . patented April
8, 1879, No. 214,036, the side brackets and
racks and the center standards and support-
ing-rods are, respectively, stationary and con-
structed in one continuous piece.

My present improvement relates to the divis-
ion of side racks and center supports, respect-
ively, into sections, and the placing and dis-
placing of any or all these sections at will, with
the object of thus- attaining further working
or stowing spaces, more extended .and con-
venient groupings of apparatus, and more
economical disposition of the time and labor
of the operator. ’

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a.ground plan
of my invention; Fig. 2, a front view of fold-
ing rack-sections and brackets ; Fig. 3,a trans-

verse sectional view.of my invention, with

views of parts detached.

A is the rack-section; a, the tie-rod or end
bar of same; f, the hinge-hook, and & the latch.
Bistheswinging bracket; b, the catch on same.
C is the wall-piece, embracing the bracket-

- hinge eyes x #, and ¢ the slotted eye of the
rack-hinge. D is the adjustable head of the
center standard, d, and center rods, ¢’ ¢’. DY
is the adjustable foot and socket of the stand-
ard d. 1 is the mortised fop of standard d.
J is the adjustable leg of portable table; ¥, the
double open hinge on bottom front of table.
7 is the car-wall.

The side rack-section A is formed of paral-
lel rods ¢ e fixed into tie-rods or end barsa a.
The rear rod extends, at either end, through the
tie-rods sufficient to form'a hinge-hook, f,
working in the slotted eye ¢. The front rod
is furnished at either end and outside the tie-
rod with a latch, , resting, when in position,
in the bracket-catch b.

The bracket B is furnished with hinge-hooks
« x at the rear, and in front with catch b.

The wall-piece C is composed of a bar or
plate screwed onto the car-wall n. It is fur-
nished with hinge-eyes # «, and has a project-

'ing top or head, throuigh which is cnt the slot-
.ted eyee. 'Thisslotis preferably inclined from
‘front downward, as shown in Fig. 3.

The rack-section A, when hinged to the wall-
piece O by hinge-hooks f in slot ¢, turns verti- -
cally (by dropping or rising) to the wall .

The brackets B, when hinged to wall-piece
by hinge-eyes # x, swing horizontally either
way to wall n. The brackets in position at
right angles with the wall receive and support
the rack-section raised to horizontal position
by means of catch b and latch k.

The object of elongating orslotting the eyee -
is to enable the latch % to clear the cateh b by
drawing forward the rack-section the length
of the slot ¢, and when over the catch setting
J back to the bottom of the slot and engaging
the latch with the catch, and by similar action
disengaging the bracket and rack -section,
thusforming, when together, a firm, strong bag-
rack, and when disengaged the whole appara-
tus mdy be folded against the wall, leaving
clear space for passage or stowage between
the center supports and wall of car.. Any one
or more, or all, of these side-rack sections may
at will be placed in position for use, or,.on the
other hand, folded away to clear the space, as
aforesaid.

To accomplish similar objects as to-the cen-
ter of the car,I'eonstruct the supporting-stand-
ard D d and rods é'¢’in sections. Thehead D
is cat from the standard-body d, and furnished
at the bottom with a pin. This head is affixed
at either end of rods ¢’ ¢/, (cut into suitable
lengths,) making one portable piece, D ¢ ¢'.
The top of the standard-body E is mortised or
bored vertically to receive the head-pin, which
is secured with a key, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3.
The particular shape, form, or device of this
head D, so far as the same relates to the at-
taching or detaching of the piece D ¢’ ¢’ to the
standard d, may vary according to convenience,
and I claim no novelty, excepting in the port-
able detachable and sectional features afore:
said.

The standard d E is made in one portable
piece, which is attached to, or detached from,
the floor by means of adjustable foot and step
device D', as shown in Figs.1 and 3, or by
equivalent devices, for the particular character
of which I claim no novelty.

By this arrangement it will be seen that the -
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center system of supporting rods and stand-
ards may readily be set up for use in sections
or the whole working length of the apparatus,
and as readily knocked down and removed,
~wholly or in part, as the space is desired for
passage-way or stowage. Thus, by folding
away the side racks and displacing and remov-
ing the center standards and rods, as shown
above, the whole body of the car may be at
once turned into an empty room, and, again,
by setting up the apparatus, converted into an
operating-room for distribution of mails.

To promote the work it is often found desir-
able to get a clear alley-way ononeside of the
car by folding the side-rack sections, and so
have the work all in front of the operator by
apparatus in position as shown in Fig. 3. Ob-
viously, in this grouping the drop-tables will
be deprived of their reguiar supports—to wit,
the outerrod of the folded siderack. Isupply
this want by an independent support or table-
leg, J. Thisis arod with foot-plate and cross-
bar or T at top. The T hooksinto the double
open hinge on the bottom of table for this pur-
pose, and more particularly because the curb

of the table is, when in ordinary use, at its
back end; so the table must be reversed. I
then affix to the bottom and near the front of
the table a set of double open hinges, ¥, with
which I hook the reversed table onto the cen-
ter support-rods, and support it with leg J, as
above explained.

Having thus shown the nature, objects, and .
construction of my device, I claim as my in-
vention— . ‘

1. The combination, in a portable center
support, of detachable section D ¢’ ¢/ and de-
tachable standard d E, substantially-as and
for the purposes above described. .

9. The combination, in a portable detach-
able and sectional postal-car apparatus, of the
folding rack device A B C, the detachable cen-
ter supports D ¢ ¢ and E d, and reversed ta-
ble and supports J g, substantially as and for
the purposes set forth in foregoing specifica-
tion. :

: CHARLES R. HARRISON.
Witnesses:

F. F. DUFrY,
N. S. GILSON.



