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To all whom it may concern: ‘

Be it known that WILLIAM J. SHIPMAN,
late of Portsmouth, Sciota county, Ohio, was,
in his life-time, the inventor of certain new
and -useful Improvements in Toy Pistols, of
which the following is a-specification.

- This is an improvement on the toy patented
by the aforesaid WILLIAM J. SHIPMAN, Octo-
ber 15,1867 .and the present invention com-
prises a novel construction of the ball or pro-
Jectile that is adapted to be used with the pis-
tol. ' Said ball is grooved circumnferentially to
permit the ready attachment of the ends of the

elastic cord, and said groove has engaged with

it the detent or tooth of the trigger that main-
tains the ball in its normal position on the
barrel of the pistol, as hereinafter fully de-

-seribed, and pointed out in the claims.

In the annexed drawings, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of the toy, the ball being shown in
its normal position on the barrel orshaft, and
a portion of the pistol-handle being in section.

‘Fig: 2is a similar elevation, but showing the

elastic cord or thong stretched and engaged
over the notched end of the barrel.. Fig. 3 is

. -a plan of the pistol, the ball being shown in

section and in the actof being fired off. Tig.

4 is an axial section of the projectile detached

from-the pistol. \ .
The barrel or shatt A, which'is preferably

- ¢ylindrical, is attached at one end to the han-

dle or stock B, while the other end of said bar-
rel is notehed at € to receive the middle por-
tion or bend of'an elastic. ¢ord or thong, D,

that is used for impelling the ball.or other

suitable projectile E. This ball has an axial
bore, F, of such diameter as to permit free

- passage of the shafl A,andsaid ballis grooved

circumferentially at G, to admit the:tooth:or
other detent, H, of a trigger, I, which latter
is- pivoted to:-handle B at J. X is a com-
pressible pad, cushion, or spring, that causes
said detent to engage with this groove, as
seen in Fig. 1. Furthermore, this groove G
has secured in it, by staples or pins L 14, the
endsof the thong D, thereby affording a very

‘seeure attachment of said thong or other elas-

tic device, and preventing an undue projection
of the staples.

In its normal position, the ball E is applied
.to shaft or barrel A, and is Tun back until it
comes in contact with handle B, at which time .-
the. detent H snaps into the groove G, and
thereby maintains the ball secarely on the
shaft, from which it is not liable to be acci-
dentally discharged. - In this position of the
ball no stress is brought to bear upon the
thong D but when it is desired to fice the
pistol, this thong is stretched until its ‘middle
.portion or bend can be engaged over the
notched end C of the barrel, as seen in Fig. 2.
Evidently the ball has now a tendency to be
discharged from the shaft, which tendency
will be in proportion to the stress of thong
D but the projectile will reinain in the con-
dition seen In Fig. 2 as:long as detent H ig
engaged with the groove. The very instant
trigger J is pulled the spring or thong D is
at liberty:to exercise its full force, and con::

- sequently ball E is discharged from the pistol,

the shaft A serving to guide said ball in a di-
rect path. - :

- In reloading the pistol the bend of thong
D may be engaged with notch O, while ball
Eis being run home, as the. elasticity of this
thong canses it to close the outer end of bore
I the moment said projectile is disengaged
from the shaft.” (See Fig: 4.) SR

The groove G being a continuous one, the
detent II will always engage therewith when
the ball is driven home, no matter what. the
axial position of said ball may be with refer-
ence to shaft A. This groove, however, need
not be continuous, but can be interrupted at
intervals; or the detent may be engaged in
either-one of a series of radial sockets in' the
ball. ‘

Finally, the staples L L/, being more or less
embedded or sunk in the groove G, can do no
damage if they come in contact with any per-
son or an article of furniture, &e. ek

I claim as the invention of said W. J. SHIP-
MAN— .

1. In combination with a toy pistol, the pro-
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Jjectile B, having an impelling device, D, and
a continuous or interrupted groove, G, which
groove receives the trigger- detent H as de-
seribed.

2. An 1mp10ved toy pistol cousisting of the
shaft A, handle B, elastic cord D7 grooved pro-
jectile B F G, tuogel H I, spring K, (md sta-
ples L I/, as hu ein described.

In testimony of which invention I hereunto
set my hand. _
ALFRED B. SEYMOUR,
Administrator of the estate of William J. Ship-
man, deceased.
" Witnesses:
JAMES H. LAYMAN,
GEorRGE H. KOLKER.



