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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

| FREDERICK B. GURNEY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y., ASSIGNOR TO HERMAN
FUNKE, JR., OFJ SAME PLACI.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOW-BOXES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 219,255, dated September 2, 1879 ; application filed
' May 13, 1879. :

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK B. GURNEY,
of the city, county, and State of New York,
have invented certain new and nseful Improve-
ments relating to Show-Boxes; and Ido here-
by declare that the following is a full and ex-
act description thereof.

- My improved box is intended for ise on the
shelvesofretail stores, and in wholesale stores,

warehouses, and other places where it may be

desired to hold a large or small stock of any
small articles in the box, and to exhibit one as
a sample on the outside. This general mode
of storing and showing articles has been long
-practiced and has acknowledged advantages;
but the article exhibited on the exterior be-
comes soiled, faded, and injured from expos-
ure, and it is desirable to work off the one thus
exposed and take another fresh one from the
interior of the hox as often as practicable.

My invention facilitates the mounting of one
article on the ountside and the removal and ex-
change as often as may be desired.

I provide a spring or springs, protected
and eoncealed in the interior of the box, act-
ing through one or more slender wires or other
suitable loops, hooks, or equivalent connections

“through one or more apertures in the side of
the box, adapted to engage and hold the knife
or other article.. The spring-tension holds it
firmly; but, when it is desired to liberate it,
the force of one or two fingers applied to the
spring on the inside of the box relaxes its
force, and the article thus held on the outside
is then easily detached, and the same or a new
one may be inserted in the same manner.

Tinclose the articles which are to be con-
tained in the box in another smaller box,
which may be conveniently applied inside of
the main box: By this means I can prevent
any contact of the goods with the spring, and
thus insure that the spring is not compressed
or disturbed thereby. “

. I provide for operating the spring, when de-
sired, by a button on the outside of the front,
without a necessity for taking down the box
and reaching in the top to compress the spring.

The following is a deseription of what I con-
sider the best means of carrying out the in-
vention,

The accompanying drawings form a part of

this specification.
- Tigure 1 is a longitudinal section through a
box containing my invention. TFig. 2 is an
exterior view, and Fig. 3 an interior view, of
the end to which the spring is applied. Fig.
4 is-a face view of a long box having a num-
ber of spring-clips adapted to hold several ar-
ticles in horizontal position. -

Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

A is a box of thin wood or other suitable
material, formed with holes & at the points’
represented. A’ is a re-enforcing-piece se-
cured by glue or nails, or both, in the interior

.of the box at a convenient distance from the

holes «a. ‘

B is asufficiently-stout spring, of steel wire or
hard iron wire, coiled and bent, as represented, -
and firmly set in the re-enforcing piece A’. C
is a loop, bent, as represented, and inserted
through the holes ¢ and engaged with the
spring B. Thespring B draws the loop C into
forcible contact with the exterior of the box.
The spring B and loop C together constitute
a spring-clip, of which all but a small portion
of C is concealed and protected.

The ends B of the spring B are extended
beyond the stout re-enforeing piece A’ and
caused to bear fairly against theinner face of
the upright board or box front A. Thisisim-
portant in receiving the force of the spring
and relieving the piece A’ from the severe
twisting strain to which it would otherwise be

_subjected. ‘

When it is desired to insert an article, M,
one or two fingers may be applied in the in-
terior of the box, so as to force the spring B
against the adjacent inner surface of the box.
This enlarges the space between the loop C and
the outer face of the box, and in this condi-
tion the article M is inserted in such space.
On liberating the spring B its action draws
upon the loop C and catches and holds the arti-
cle M. : :

The interior of the box may hold any quan-
tity of other articles similar to M. Instead of
dropping them loosely into the box A, I drop
them first in a smaller box, E, and -place the
latter with its contents in the hox A,
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There may be cases in which it is not con-
venient to reach inside of the box to liberate
the article. For such cases I provide a lever,
G, mounted on an axis or fixed center, g, and
operated by a push-rod, H, which extendsout
through a small hole at a convenient point in
the front of the box. A button, H’, on the
end of the push-rod H, on being strongly
pressed by the finger, will rock the lever G,
and thus compress the spring B and liberate
‘the article. The end of the lever G, being
crooked where it takes hold of the spring B,
insures that it is always in position for im-
mediate action. )

It is desirable that the button shall be near
the lower edge of the box, particularly when
the box sits on a high shelf. I prefer to place
the button H’ and its push-rod H on one side,
near one of the lower corners, on the front of
the box, the lever G being mounted in a cor-
responding oblique position, as represented.
This allows the loop C to hold a long apright
article without the button being in the way.

For some articles— as table knives and
forks—I propose to mount two springs, B,and
loops C in position side by side. The holes a
in the box and all the other parts are corre-
spondingly adapted to hold and exhibit a knife
by means of one spring, B, and loop C, and a
fork by means of the other corresponding
spring and loop. - I provide in such cases two
levers, &, and corresponding pusb-rods and
buttons.

I'can,if the box is long enough, exhibit more
than two articles. I propose for some classes

of goods to make long boxes, either with or-

without partitions, and to place them on the
shelves with a long side presented to the eye.
Such will allow a large number of springs and
loops. Generally, however, it will be prefera-
ble to have separate boxes, each only large
enough to contain a smaller box, as shown.

Other modifications may be made without
departing from the prineiple of the invention.
I can use flat sheet-steel instead of wire for
the spring B and corresponding sheet metal
for the loop C; but a slender wire for the loop
C offers the advantage of not appreciably cov-
ering and concealing the article. Tor ordi-
. nary cases I prefer steel or brass wire, with
the loop C nickel-plated.

The loop C may be formed in one piece with
the wire B, if preferred in any case.

I can mount the re-enforcing piece A/, which
sustains the spring, below instead of above
the holes a; or I can mount it on the same
level at one side, in which case the loop G, if
of the same form here shown, would extend
up and down instead of horizontally on the
exterior of the box, and the two holes ¢ would
be one above the other. .

Some portion of my invention may be used,
and some of its advantages realized, with a
spring arranged, as shown, to exhibit goods
on the opposite side of a board, even if the
board is not a part of the bex. In other
words, if all the rest of the box were taken
away except the end or side which forms the
front in my above deseription, then the spring
B may stand on the back side, and its loop C
may extend through holes ¢ and hold and re-
lease an article on the front side in the same
manner as above described for a box; but I
prefer not only the complete box A, but also
the interior box, E, as shown.

I claim as my invention— '

1. The loop C, playing through holes « in a
box-front or equivalent board, A, in combina-
tion with a spring, B, mounted at the back of
the board, the whole adapted to serve as a
show device, as herein specified.

2. In combination with a box-tront or board,
A, spring B, and loop C, the lever G and op-
erating -rod and button H H’, arranged to
serve as herein specified. .

3. The spring B B‘, combined, as shown,
with the board or box-front A, having holes
a, and-with the loop C and a suitable support-
ing or steadying center, A/, so that the com-
pression of the spring B indunces a force abut-
ting directly against the adjacent surface of
the board, and the loop is operated on the op-
posite face of the board without subjecting the
center A’ to strain, all substantially as berein
specified. ' :

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand this 9th day of May, 1879, in the
presence of two subscribing witnesses.

FRED. B. GURNEY.

Witnesses: '

CHARLES C. STETSON,
E. B. BOLTON.



