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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, JosEUuA B. Howrand
STEPHEN PERRY, each of Readsborough, in
the county of Bennington and State of Ver-
mont, have jointly invented a new and useful
Improvementin Adjustable Cot-Bedsteads, or
similar supports for the person, and of which
invention the following is a specification, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ings. :

The primary object of this invention is to
produce verystrong, compact, cheap, and dura-
ble devices, by a pair of which the sections of
a cot-bedstead, lounge, or similar support for
the person can be securely jointed together,
and quickly and securely adjusted and re-
tained in various positions in respect to each

. other. ‘

To that end we make each of said devices
with two arms, lapped and pivoted together
near one end, and adapted to be firmly fast-
ened to the usnal side rails of the head and
body sections of an adjustable cot-bedstead or
lounge, and form the lapping part of one of
said arms with ratchet-teeth, and of the other
with a stop near said ratchet-teeth, and com-
bine therewith a pawl having two teeth, one
arranged to engage with the said ratchet-teeth
and the other with the said stop, both at the
same time, and thereby strongly lock or retain
the two arms in whatever inclined position
they shall be adjusted; and we produce a very
neat, strong, and durable adjustable ‘¢ot-bed-

stead or lounge by uniting the usual head and

body sections thereof by a pair of the said im-
proved adjusting devices.

In the aforesaid drawings, Figure 1isa per-
spective view of a cot-bedstead or lounge
which embodies this invention. - Fig. 2is a per-
spective view, on a larger scale, of one of the
pair of devices by which the head and body
sections of the bedstead or lounge are adjust-
ably secured together.” Fig. 3 is an elevation
of the same device, with dotted lines indicat-
ing its straightened and folded . positions.
Fig. 4 is a plan of the upper edge, and Fig. 5
a plan of the lower edge, of the samé device.
Figs. 6 and 7 are views, on a larger scale, of
the double-toothed end part of the pawl inthe
same device.

Like parts are marked by like letters in the
different figures.

A is the main or body section, and B the
head section, of a cot-bedstead or lounge. ©
and D are two plate-like arms that are ardapted
to be secured to the side rails e and f of the
said body and head sections. The arms C and
D lap at one end, and are secured together by
a pivot, g. The lapping end part of the arm
C is formed - with a ratchet tooth or teeth, 7,
and the adjacent end part of the arm D is
formed with a stop, 4.
nished with a pawl, J, which is secured to that
arm by a pivot, k, and has at'its acting end a
tooth, I, arranged and adapted to engage with
the ratehet tooth or teeth / on the part C, and
also has, at the same end, another tooth, m,

arranged in the reverse direction to that of the -

tooth {, and adapted to engage with the stop
1 on the part D at the same time that the tooth
l engages with either of the teeth /.

The pawl J is preferably made with a han-
dle, n, by which the pawl can be by hand con-
veniently engaged with and disengaged: from
the teeth % and stop ¢, while a spring, o, con-
stantly tends to keep the pawlinengagement
with the same stop and teeth.

The parts C and D, with the pawldJ, allcon-

structed and pivoted together as above de- -

seribed, can be. adjusted in respect to each
other in inclined directions, as shown in full
lines in the drawings, in a straight posifion, as
indicated by dotted lines at # in Fig. 3, andin
folded condition, as represented at y in the
same figure ; and those parts constitutean im-
proved device which is to be made in right and
left pairs, by which the right and left side
rails of the body and the head or back sec-
tions of a bedstead, lounge, chair, or equiva-
lent support for the person, can be adjustably
and firmly secured together.
or its equivalent having its head and body sec-
tions jointed and secured together by a pair
of such adjustable devices is an improved ar-
ticle of manufacture. . .

In the cot-bedstead or lounge shown in Fig.
1 the adjacent ends of the side rails ¢ and f of
the head and body sections will- abut against
each other when the head-section shall be
turned down into the plane of the body-sec-

The arm D is also fur-
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tion, and will thereby, in connection with the
plvoted parts C and D, firmly sustain the head-
section in that posmon, but so that the head--
section. can be readily folded over upon the
body-section, forconvenient stowaoeand trans-
portatlon

1t is not new to secure the head-section to
the body-section in a bedstead or lounge by
pivot-joints furnished with concentric ratchet
teeth and pivoted pawls, whereby the head-
section can be adjusted in inclined positions,
but so that the downward pressure of the head-
section in such  ineclined positions must be
borne by the pivots of the pawls, which pivots,
with their supports, must therefore, in such
cases, be very large and strong to prevent be-
ing broken under the great stmln of support-
ing the head-section when the bedstead or
lounge is in use.

‘We obviate that defect by our present in-
vention, wherein the tooth m on the pawl J
necessarily engages with the stop ¢ on the part
D at and during the same time that the other
tooth, I, on -the same. pawl engages with a
1atchet tooth h, on the part C, whereby the
two parts C and ‘D arelocked or held together
more securely, and the main strain of theleby
sapporting the inclined head - section of the
bedstead or lounge is limited to the short part,
p, of the pawl betwecu its two teeth, ! and m,
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and injurious strain apon the other parts of
the pawl, its pivot %, and the supports there-
for is prevented '

What we claim as our invention is—

1. The device consisting of the combination
of the two parts C and D, united by a pivot,
g, and respectively formed with the ratchet-
teeth % and stop ¢, and the pawlJ, having the
two reversely-directed teeth I and m, adapted
and arranged to engage at the same time
with the said ratchet-teeth and stop, substan-
tially as deseribed.

2. A cot-bedstead or lounge having its body
and head sections A and B adjustably secured
together by a pair of devices, each having
two parts, C and D, pivoted together and re-
spectively formed with the ratcbet-teeth 7 and
stop 4, and furnished with a pawl, J, having
two teeth, I m, adapted and arranged to si-
multaneously engage with the said stop and
ratchet-teeth, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we hereunto set our
hands, in the presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses, this 29th day of May, 1879.

J. B. HOWE.
STEPHEN PERRY.

Witnesses:
J. P. HALLER,
S. B. HALL.



