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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Wi, W. KIRKPATRICK,
of the county of St. Charles, in the State of
‘Missouri, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Carpet-Stretchers, which im-
provement is fully set forth in the following
specification, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings.

Figure 1 is a perspective view. Tig. 2isa
longitudinal sectional view, and Fig. 3 is a
view showing the device extended for opera-
tion. :

Corresponding parts in the several figures
are denoted by like letters of reference.

This invention relates to carpet-stretchers ;
and it consists in certain improvementsin the
construction of the same, which will be here-
inafter fully described, and particularly pointed
out in the claims.

In the drawings, A A represent the h andles,
which are connected by a double hinge, B, en-
abling them to be folded, as in Fig. 1,or thrown
apart, as in Fig. 3. The heads b of the hinge-
arms are provided with perforations ¢, through
which thumb-serews d may be inserted and
screwed into either handle, for the purpose of
adjusting the distance to which the handles
‘may be opened.

At their lower ends the handles A are pro-

vided with cross-pieces or feet C, beveled upon
the upper or outer sides, and provided with
steel spring barbs or fingers ¢ ¢, provided with
shoulders a; so that the strain will be horizon-
tal, on a level with the floor, and notin an up-
ward-slanting direction. Below the fingers e
are secured strips or cushions D, of rubber,
which give elasticity, and, by pushing against
the carpet, enable the barbs or fingers to be
readily withdrawn.

The operation of myinvention will be readily
understood by reference to Fig. 3 of the draw-
ings. »

Having thus described my invention, I
claim and desire to secure by Leétters Patent
of the United States—

1. The combination, with the handles A A,
having feet C, provided with barbs e e, of the
double hinge B, the arwms of which have per-
forated heads b, and the thumb-sciews d, as
set forth. '

2. In a carpet-stretcher constructed sub-
stantially as described, the beveled feet C,
having shouldered fingers or barbs e, and
cushions D, as set forth.
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