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To all whom it may concern :
Be it known that we, JAMES BRYAN and
HENRY MATHER, both of New York, in the:

county of New York and State of New York,

have ‘invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Lock-Cocks for Gas-Meters, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to lock-cocks for gas
and water service cocks in which the shell or
casing of the cock is provided at one side
with a staple-like projection, and the project-
ing end of the cut-off plug is of angular
shape, over which is set a socket-piece, to a
brojecting arm of which is pivoted a hasp-
like handle that is slotted and set over the
staple-like projection, where it-is confined in
place by a padlock, the hasp of which passes:
through the staple, whereby unauthorized per-
sons are prevented from opening the cock to
permit the tlow of fluid.

The object of the present improvements is
to provide a lock-cock in which the lock can
always be hnng at the front of the cock, no
matter whether the latter is connected with the
meter at the right or left hand side of the
same.

The invention consists in providing the shell
of a cock with two staples projecting later-
ally from the same at points directly opposite
- each other, and providing the upper project-
ing end of the cut-off plug with a transverse
passage and the upper edge of the shell of
the cock with two recesses corresponding in
length to the passage through the plug, in
which is adapted to set one arm of a right-
angled bar or plate, the opposite arm of
which is slotted and adapted to set over oue
of the said staples, being confined thereon
and in the passage of the plug by a padlock,
the hasp of which passes through the staple,
whereby the plug can be securely locked in a
closed position, and thereby prevented from
being opened by unauthorized persons.

In the accompanying drawings, Fignre 1
represents a perspective view of a stop-cock
.provided with our improvements; Fig. 2, an
end view of the cock; and Fig. 3, a detached
perspective view of the locking plate or bar.

' Referring to the drawings, the letter A in-
dicates the shell of the cock, having branches
B B for eonnection with the supply-pipe and
with a meter, as ordinarily ; and O represents
the usual rotating cut-off plug, the projecting

end or heéad ¢ of which is of angular shape
for receiving a wrench by which to operate it.
Below said angular head is formed a trans-
verse opening or passage, b, and in the upper
edge of the shell, on opposite sides thereof,
are formed recesses ¢ ¢, which are of a size
and shape corresponding to the opening or
passage b through the plog.

The sides of the shell are each constructed
with a laterally-projecting staple or loop, D,
the same being diametrically opposite to each
other, and arranged below and in line with

‘the recesses ¢'in the upper edge of the shell.

The locking bar or plate is eomposed of a
right angle, one arm, d, of which is passed
through the passage b in the cock and sets
within the recesses ¢ in the shell; and. the
other arm, e, of said bar or plate is provided
with a slot, f, which is adapted to fit over one
of the staples or loops, where it is confined in
place by a padlock, the hasp of which is
passed through the staple or loop, thereby ef-
fectually preventing the cut-off plug from be-
ing operated and the supply of gas or water,
&e., turned on by unauthorized persons.

By providing the shell with two staples, ar-
ranged on opposite sides thereof, the locking
bar or plate is adapted to be locked in posi-
tion on either side of the cock, thereby per-
mitting the padlock to be hung in position at
the front of the cock, whether the same is
connected with the meter at its right or lefs
hand side.

What we claim is— :

The combination of the shell or casing hav-
ing a staple or staples projecting laterally
therefrom, aud provided in its upper side
edges with recesses ¢ ¢, a rotating cut-off plug
having a transverse passage, b, throngh it be-
low the, operating-head, and a right-angled
bar or plate, one arm of which is adapted to
pass through the passage b in the plug, and
the other arm to connect wiih the staple and
be coufined by a lock, substantially as and for
the parpose deseribed.

In testimony that we claim the foregoing we
have hereunto set our hands in the presence of
the subseribing witnesses.

JAMES BRYAN.
HENRY MATHER.
Witnesses:
PrreEr H. JoBES,
JAMES J. MACKLIN.




