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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES W, BULLOCK, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State of
Massachusetts, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Detachable Legs for Ta-
bles, Stands, &e., of which the following is a
specification.

The object of my invention is to construct
tables, stands, chairs, and other articles of
furniture, so that they can be readily taken
apart and packed in compact form for trans-
portation; and theinvention consists in the
attachment of the legs by dovetail joints and
spring frict on- devices, hercinafter deseribed,
whereby they can be easily removed and ad-
Justed, and are held securely and firmly in
place, as more particularly described in con-
nection with the accompanying drawings,
wherein— ' :

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a stand or
table constructed in accordance with my in-
vention. TFig. 2 is a sectional plan view ou
the line x & of Fig. 1.
~ Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts.

The drawings show a center-table or stand
of usual form, with its center-post a sustained
by four legs, b, and the top ¢ screwed upon
the post a. The legs b are each attached in
the same manner, and the following descrip-
tion of oue will apply to all.

The lower end of the post a is grooved or
mortised at d, the mortise extending length-
wise the post, and having undercut edges or
dovetailed in cross section to receive the cor-
respondingly-shaped tongue e, that is formed
on the upper end and inner side of leg b. The
tougue e should fit loosely, and will be in-
serted and slid in place from the lower end of
the post. At the back of .the mortise d a flat
spring, f, of wetal, is attached in a recess, so
that it may be pressed down flush with the

. bottom of the mortise, and the lower end of
spring f extends below the end of the post %,

to permit of its being pressed back by hand.
This spring f exerts an outward pressure upon
the tongue ¢, which tends to keep the leg tight
and compensates for shrinkage, and by its
pressure also acts as a spring friction device,
to prevent the leg falling out when the table
is lifted.

The leg b is formed with a cireular mortise
extending from the inner side of the tongue e
at right angles to the mortise d, in which mor-
tise is a spiral spring, g, that is retained in
place by a pin or other suitable device. This
spring is long enough to exert a strong press- -
ure against the flat spring f when it is com-
pressed by insertion of the leg in the dovetail
mortise, and thereby aid the objects mentioned
in connection with the spring . To remove
the leg the spring-pressure can be partially
relieved by pressing back the spring 7. -

By this construction each leg can be ad-
Jjusted to level the table on an uueven floor,.
and the legs will - be retained in place firmly.
In moving the table from place to place, in
transportation, and in packing it, the legs can
be removed from the post, which renders the
table more convenient to handie, and it will
occupy less space and can be carried more
safely than tables as usually made.

I amm aware that a spring-plunger has been
used on a stool in connection with a foot, and
a bottom plate connected by dovetailed tongue
and groove; but

What I claim as new is—

The combination, with a leg and post con-
nected by a dovetall tongue-and-groove joiut,.
of the flat spring f, arranged in a recess back
of the groove d, and extending below the post
@, and the spiral spring g, arranged in a recess
of the leg and bearing upon the spring f, as
shown and described. )

JAMES WILLARD BULLOCK.,

Witnesses:

W. T. PIPER,
GEO. A. GRAY.




