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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, Luctus P. ALLEN, of
Clinton, in the county of Clinton and State of
Iowa, have invented certainnew and useful Im-
provements in Removable Book-Covers; and
I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact deseription of the inven-
tion, which will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-

ing drawings, and to letters of reference

marked thereon, which form a part of this
specification, in which drawings—

Figure 11is a side view of the clasp detached.
Fig. 2'is a top view of the clasp detached.

Fig. 8'is'a perspective view of the clasp and |

a portion of the book-cover. Fig. 4is a trans-
‘verse sectional view of the book and cover and
devices for attaching the cover to the book.
Fig. 5-is a perspective view of the clasp at-

~ tached to the book-cover, with the tongue at-

tached to the book inserted partly in the clasp.
TFig. 6 is a perspective view of one of the staples
detached, with which the clasp is fastened to
the book-cover. -

My invention relates to a book-cover re-
movable by means of a clasp and a tongue ad-
Jjusted to slide -in and out of the clasp; and
this invention consists, in combination with
such a clasp, of a tongue provided with a flexi-
ble covering for attaching it to the back of a
book, so that the book may be opened fully
and smoothly, as hereinafter more fully de-
seribed. '

A represents a book, the leaves of which
are stitched or glued fogether in the usual
manner. "

Bis a T-shaped tongue, formed of paste-
board or other. suitable materials, the proper
size to fit neatly in the clasp attached to the
cover. L

Crepresentsatlexiblecovering of the tongue,

which covering is firmly glued or otherwise
securely fastened to the tongue and to the
back of the book, as shown in the drawings.

D represents the clasp, constructed of any
suitable material, usually of sheet-brass. The
edges of the clasp are turned inward, as shown
in the drawings, to form smooth edges against
the surface of the tongue.

The clasp is fastened to the cover F by
means.of two or more staples, E, (shown in
Fig. 6 of the drawings,) which staples are in-
serted through slots in the clasp, and are
clinched between the inner and outer linings
of the book-cover. ~

It is evident that the above-described de-
vices may be used on spring-back books, and
on any other books the leaves of which are
stitehed or glued together in the usual manner,
and that a book provided with this remova-
ble cover may be opened out as freely, fully,
and smoothly as a book. bound in the usual
manner. ;

I'am aware that book-covers removable by
means of clasps and tongues are not new, and
1 do not claim, broadly, that principle; but

What I do claim, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— ' ‘

Inaremovable book-cover, the combination,
with the clasp D, attached to the cover F, of
the T-shaped tongue B, secured to a covering
of fabrie, which is attached to the back of the
book, substantially as and for the purposes
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own invention I hereunto affix my name
on this 28th day of January, A.D. 1879, in the
presence of two witnesses.

LUCIUS PUTNAM ALLEN. ‘

Witnesses :
W. W. SANBORN,
J. MUNROE.




