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To all whom it MY CONCErn
‘Be it known that I, Joan C. SCHMIDJ.‘, of
Westfield, county of Hampden, and State of

. Massqchusettq, have invented a new and use-

ful Compound for Enameling Wood, Metal,
and other Materials without the emplovmunt ot
heat therefor, which compound is fully de:
scribed in the following specification.

This invention xehtes to that class of com-
pounds used for finishing the surfaces of wood,
metal, textile fabrics, &c , to resemble enamel
and on wood or met‘ll oron a fabric-faced ma.
terial, it furnishes an excellent substitute for
expensn eivory, ebony,orhard-rubber finishes,
and-it is one which can be employed for finish-

-ing such materials without subjecting them to

the action of heat; and it consists in a mix-
ture of dry white lead, shellac, and alcohol as
hereinafter specified.

In seeking to discover some sunitable com-
pound. with Which to finish the surface of arti-
cles in imitation of ivory and other materials
susceptible of taking a high polish, I found
that none of which- oil or turpentlm, were com-
ponent parts could be employed advanta-
geously with the essential element—shellac—
for the presence.of oil or of turpentine in the
compound caused the compound, after having
been applied to the surface of articles, to turn
yellow, not retaining the clear white color of
thelead; and a still gre.ater objection to the use
of oil or turpentine for said purpose was de-
veloped by an attempt to properly polish the
material in which they were mixed, the resuli
of such attempt being that so much heat was
generated as to soften the composition to such
a degree that it was liable to eurl and roll up,
50 tlnL it was nearly impossible to plopelly
polish it; but by the omission of:oil and tur-
pentine from the composition, and by intro-
dueing into it an unusnally he’wy body of shel-
lac, I obtamed satisfactory resuolts.

In order to produce an enamel finish, hard

and durable, on articles made of wood and on
fabrie-faced materials without injury thereto,
it is necessary that the enameling composition
be one which can be made to adhere to them
and be properly finished thereon without sub-
jecting such articles to the action of heat by
baking, as japanned work is treated, or to a
still more intense heat, such as is ordinarily
employed in metallic enameling ; and to serve
the above-named purposes it is also necessary
that the said enamel should, after having been
so applied, be more or less elastic.

. To prepare the said enameling compound, I
mix shella¢ with alecohol in about the propor-
tions of one pound of shellac to one quart of
alcohol, the proportion of shellac being varied
somewhat, according to the quality of the aleo-
hol used. - I then take dry white lead and mix
with it sufficient of the above-named mixtare
of shellac and alcohol to make a mixture of all
of such eonsistency that it can be easily spread
upon articles with a brush, the preferred pro-

‘portion of dry white lead in said composi-

tion being four pounds to one gallon of the

-aforesaid mixture of aleohol and shellac.

This enameling compound, prepared as here-
in set forth, if applied white, does not turn yel-
low, is water-proof, and is of such a tough,
flexible nature that it does not crack.

The said composition is quite white when
made with white shellac, and any desired fancy
colors may be produced by theadmixture there-
with of snitable coloring-matters, and it admits
of a high polish.

I claim—

An enameling compound consisting of dry
white lead, shellag, and alcoblol, prepared in
about the proportions set forth.

JOHN C. SCHMIDT. -
In presence of— '
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