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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FREDERICK COLTON, of
Baltimore. city, Stafe of Maryland, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Refrigerators; and -I hereby declare the
same to be fully, clearly, and exactly described
as follows, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, in which the device is illus-
trated in central vertical sectional view. .

My invention has reference to household-re-
frigerators; and it consists in a refrigeratorin
which the upper portion, serving the - ‘double
purpose of ice-chamber and cooling-chamber,
is entirely cut off from the lower part of the
refmgerator, and is provided with a well pro-
jecting into the latter, the parfs being con-
strueted and arranged substantially as here-
inafter set forth.

It'has been found in practice that certain
articles of food, notably dairy products—but-
ter, milk, or cheese—are apt to have imparted
to them the odors, and, to a certain degree,
the taste, of other articles of food, if kept for
any length of time in the same receptacle. I
therefore subdivide my refrigerator by an air-
tight partition, whereby two distinet chambers
are formed for the reception of articles which
it is not desirable to keep in the same depart-
ment.

In the accompanying drawing, A. A’are, re-
spectively, the outer and inner walls, having
an intermediate air-space, . D D’ are the
outer and inner lids covering the ice-chamber
E, the bottom of which isa metallic partition,
€ e, slanting with a slight pitch from the walls
A/, and having a central V-shaped well, E.
At the bottom of the latter is quspended on
“hooks f, a drip-trough, G, for the condenbed

moisture, the trough bemg provided with rings
J*, by which it is suspended from the hooks f,
a,nd is readily removed when it is necessary to
empty it.

The chamber B is farnished with the usual

gratings b b, to which access is had through
the door C, shown in dotted lines.’ :

A splgot I, also shown in dotted lines, is
inserted through the walls and into the well
E/, for drawing drinking-water.

F is a perforated cover for the well.

Ice being placed in the chamber E and in
the well E/, the bottom ¢ and the walls of the
weli are cooled, and convective currents of air
are set up in the chamber B upon well-known
physical principles, the air becoming cooled
as it sweeps over the cold metallic surface.

The bottom eis given aslight piteh’in order
to shed the condensed moisture into the trough
G, while the piteh is insufficient to impair its
opelatlon considered as a base upon which
articles are to be rested.

The grating F serves to render the bottom
¢ continuous, and to sustain a portion of the
ice above the level of the same.

‘What I claim is—

1. In combination with the refrigerator, the

" bottomn e, forming an air-tight partition be-

tween the upper and lower 1ef'r1ge1a,t1ng -cham-
bers, and having a slight pitch, as described,
and the well E/, pr0v1ded with the drip- trough
G, as and for the purpose described.

2. A refrigerator subdivided into two com-
partments by an imperforate bottom, ¢, joining
the walls air-tight all round, and having a cen-
tral V-shaped well, provided with a remova-
ble drip-trough, , as described. ‘

3. In combination with the casings A A/,
the slightly-pitched bottom e e, central V
shaped well B, having drip-trongh G, and the
grating F, forming a continuous: bottom to the
chamber ]1. all substantially as and . for the
purpose set forth.

FREDERICK COLTON.

Witnesses:
R. D. WILLIAMS,
J. C. GITTINGER.




