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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN L. WOLCOTT, OF BLOOMINGTON, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT IN SHOW-CASES FOR COFFINS.

Specification forming part. of Letters Patent No. 219,841, dated September 23, 1879; application filed
April 16, 1879.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JorN L. WoLcoTT, of
Bloomington, in the county of McLean and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Cabinet Show-
Cases for Coffins and Burial-Caskets; and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, reference be-
ing made to the accompanying drawings, form-
ing a partof this specification,and in which—

Figurelisaperspective view of myimproved
cabinet show-case, with the doors open to dis-
play the coffins or burial-caskets mounted there-
on. Fig. 2is a vertical sectional view when
the cabinet is closed. Tig. 3 is a rear view of
the cabinet when one of {he doorsis open and
the other closed. Tig.4is a vertical sectional
view of the cabinet when open. Fig. 5is a de-
tail view of the attachment for securing the
coffins or burial-caskets to the doors.

This invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in the class of cabinet show-cases
especially designed for exhibiting coffins and
burial-caskets; and the invention consists in
the general construction and combination of
parts, all as will be hereinafter fully described,
and specifically pointed out in the claims.

Tn the drawings, A represents the frame of
my improved case, which resembles somewhat,
in its external appearance, when the doors are
closed, a long wardrobe, which can be con-
structed of any desired height and extend any
desired distance across a room, it being di-
vided into vertical compartments (by partitions
B) sufficiently wide to accommodate one full-
sized coffin or casket or several small ones.
Said case is provided with a base, C, having
a portion, ¢, provided with a cover, ¢/, project-
ing forward of the upper portion of the case,
the height of the base being about equal toits
depth.

D D represent the doors of the case, each of
which is provided with an interior extension,
E, which extends to nearly the bottom of the
base when the door is closed. Said extension
can extend to the top of the door, if desired,
or be affixed on the lower end thereof.

The doors D describe a quarter of a circle
in opening from the top to the level of the
base, and the lower ends of the doors are not

hinged to the base, but rest on the projecting
portion ¢ thereof when either opened or closed.

The extension E of each door is provided
with guide-plates or shoes ¢, the lower ends of
which curve inward and upward toward the
back side of the case, all as clearly shown in
Figs. 2 and 4.

The sides of each of the compartments of the
case, near the back thereof, are provided with
vertical mortises or grooves b, in which the
tenons ff of the boxes F play ; and to the bot-
tom of each box, at the ends thereof, are se-
cured downwardly-projecting plates g g, pro-
vided near their lower ends with holes ¢ ¢/,
in which are journaled the ends of the rollers
G, as clearly shown in Figs. 3 and 4, so that
upon opening the door of either compartment
of the case the guide-plates or shoes ¢, affixed
to the extension of the door, strike against
the roller, and thereby raise it and the box
until the tenons thereof reach the upper end
of the mortises or grooves, thus holding the
door in a horizontal position, thelength of the
vertical mortises or grooves being sufficient to
give the box the requisite vertical play desired
in opening and closing the door, respectively,
to horizontal and vertical positions, thus per-
mitting of the horizontal and vertical positions
of the door being attained and maintained by
said box, which constitutes a receptacle for
temporary weights, whereby the door can be
so0 balanced when a coffin or casket is mounted
thereon as to be easily opened and closed with-
oat the expenditure of much strength. -

Tustead of the downwardly-projecting plates
and roller journaled therein I sometimes use
a wing-plate, H, suspended from the balance-
box T by hinges h, so that as-the door is
closed and the balance-box brought to the bot-
tom of the vertical mortises or grooves the
lower edge of said wing-plate is forced for-
ward by the curved guide or guides I/, se-
cured to the sides of the compartments, as
shown in Fig. 2, and when the door is opened
the curved guide-plates or shoes e will strike
against said wing-plate and raise it .and the
balance-box to the upper ends of the vertical
mortises or grooves.

The projecting portion ¢ of the base, while
serving to support the doorin both a horizon-
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tal and vertical position; also affords sufticient
space to permit of a heavy weight, ¢, being se-
cured to the front side of the lower extension
of the door, to assist in balancing it when a
.coffin or casket is mounted thereon, all as
clearly seen in Figs.i2/and 4.

The doors are easily removed from the ease
when not loaded with.a coffin or casket, and
the lower extensions thereof are ent away suf:
ficiently, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, 10 corre:
spond with the thickness of the cover ¢/, and
they are also provided: with transverse cleats
ky to assist in always keeping the doors in
place when they are opened or closed.

The coffin or casket to: be rexhibited is sus:
pended from the door in the following manner:
A recess, [, is formed on the inside of ithe door,
near the top aml middle: thereof, in the lower
portion of which a plate,m,ixsecured flush with
the inner face of the door. | This plateis pro-
vided witha flaring and eurved slot, m, inereas-
inginsizetoward and to the top of said plate. ‘A
singlescrew, n;is turnedinto the buttom of the
coffin orcasket, nearthe head and middlethere-
of, 80 that the head of tie serew will project
slightly downward, ' The door being in a hori-
zontal position, the cofiin. or ecasket is | then
placed thereon soithat the headiof thé iscrew
will pass into the upper portion of the recess
formed in the door. The coftin or ¢asket is
then moved toward the opening of the case,
when the shank of the screw passes into the
slot m! in the plate m, while the head of the
screw passes under the same. | The door being
now raised into a vertical position, the  coftin
or casket is securely suspended upon the in-
side thereof, and disappears from sight when
the door is elosed:

The doors are made to fit tight in the case
when closed, and the inside of the case can be
lined with any suitable material for the pur-
pose of excluding the dust and light.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1.:In an upright cabinet show-case for. cof:
fins and caskets, the ' combination of a base
provided with a projecting frout portion, ¢ ¢/,
and a door resting on'said 'base 'and opening
downward, and provided with'a lower extéen-
sion, K, cut away as shown, having a weight or
weights, /, affixed to the front side thereof,
substantially ‘as and for 'the puarposé berein
showviy and deseribed,

2. In aniupright eabinet 'show-cage!for cof:
fins;and | easkets, ‘the combination: of & base
provided with a projecting 'front portion, ¢ ¢,
and a door resting on said base and opening
downward, and ‘provided with a lower exten-
sion, By ent away s shown, and having a
transverse cleat, &, affixed to ‘the front side
thereof, substantially as and for thé purpose
herein shown and deseribed.

3. 'The combination, in & cabinet show-case
for coffins 'and caskets, of a door opening
downward, liiving an extension, I, provided
withicurved guide-plates or shoes ¢, and a bal-
ance- box working in wertical: mortises or
grooves, and provided with the downwardly-
projecting plates g, having a rollér, G, jour:
npled | therein, ori their | equivalent, substan:
tially ais and for the purpose hervéin shown and
desceribed.

4. The hereiti-described eabinet show:-case
foricoflins| or caskets; consisting of 'the ease
A, provided with a base having a projecting
frout portion, e ¢; and the vértical nortises or
grooves b, door 1D, opening downward and pro.
vided with lan extension, I3, having carved
guide-plates or slioes ¢, and a weight, ¢, and
cleat k affixed to the front side thereof, and a
balarice:box, F, provided with tenons f and
downwm‘d]y-projectingplatesg,havingaroller,
G, journaled therein, or their equivalents, sub-
stantially as specified.

JOHN L. WOLCOTT.

Witnesses:
H. L. CorrEY,
W. M, Haror.




