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To all whom it may concern: .

Be it known that I, Wu. T. HOWE, of Steel-
ville, in the county of Crawford and State
of Missouri, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Clothes - Pounders ;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a
full, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to letters of reference
marked thereon, which forma part of this speci-
fication.

My invention relates to clothes-pounders.

In the accompanying drawings, in which
similar letters of reference indicate like parts,
Figure 1 is a plan view of a device embody-
ing my invention. Fig. 2 is an elevation of
the same, and Fig.3 is a vertical section of
the same through the line z & of Figs. 1 and
9. TFig. 4 is a bottom view.

Tn the drawings, A is a cylinder, made of
sheet metal or other suitable material, hav-
ing secured near its lower end a wide bottom
or base, B, with a rim or depending flange, C.

On the circamference of the cylinder at suit-
-able distances from each other are placed tubes
¢ ¢ ¢ e, constructed of the same material as the
cylinder, which are attached to it throughout
their entire length, or only at their upper ex-
tremities, and are attached at their lower éx-
tremities to the base or bottom B, and which,
by means of openings ¢ in the cylinder near
the top and through the base at ¢, form chan-
nels for the passage of the water apward and
downward when the machine is in operation.

The eylinder A projects a short distance be-
low the top of the base B, and the rim or
flange C of the'base beyond the lower end of
the cylinder about the distance shown in the
drawings.

Immediately underneath the base, and rest-
ing against it, is the movable slide or valve
V, which is furnished with openings v, corre-
sponding in number to the tubes heretofore de-
seribed.

In the eylinder works a piston, consisting of
a head, P/, having a somewhat loosely-fitting
packing-ring of yarn or other suitable material
p. The packing-box §,in the top of the cylin-
der, is also packed with yarn or other suitable
material p’.

P is the piston-rod, carrying the handle H,
by which latter the piston-is moved.

In operation, the clothes are placed in a
tub or other receptacle, and the pounder is
placed upon the clotbes in the vessel, and the
piston thereof is forced up and down by rais-
ing and lowering the handle. The rim of the
base, being immersed in the water and fit-
ting closely upon the clothes, prevents the pas-
sage of air into the cylinder. Upon the up-
stroke of the piston the water is drawn through
the clothes and into the cylinder, filling all
that portion below the piston-head. Upon
the downstroke of the piston the water con-
tained in the cylinder below the piston-head
is forced downward through the clothes, and
at the same time water is forced upward
through the clothes and the side tubes into
the upper part of the cylinder by the press-
ure of the atmosphere to fill the vacuum above
the piston-head. At each subsequent raising
of the piston, while the water is drawn up-
ward into the eylinder from below, the water
in the upper part of the cylinder is discharged
through the side tubes downward through the
clothes.

The force with which the water passes
throngh the tubes, as well as the quantity,
may be regulated by the valve V, by which
the size of the openings in the base communi-
cating with the tubes may be regulated as re-
quired.

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

"1. In a clothes-pounder, the tubes ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢, in
combination with the cylinder A, piston P P’
and the base B, having the depending flange
or rim C.

9. In a clothes-pounder, the adjustable slide
or valve V,in combination with the base B
and the tubes e.

3. In a clothes-pounder, the combination of
the cylinder A, the tubeseeee, the base B,
and the adjustable slide or valve V, substan- -
%ially as described, and for the purposes speci-

ed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 3d day of
May, 1879,

WILLIAM T. HOWE.
Witnesses:

HrrMON FERGUSON,
E. F. LARUE,




