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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM ZARTMAN, of
Petaluma, county of Sonoma, and State of
California, have invented an Improved Self-
Fastening Toe-Weight; and I hereby declare
the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
seription thereof.

My invention relates to an improved toe-
weight for horses; and myimprovements con-
sist in a peculiar construction of the spur or
clip and weight by which the weight is firmly
secured to the shoe without the necessity of
using any bolts, screws, or straps to keep it
in position, so that the sveight is made self-
fastening, as is more fully described in the ac-
companying drawings.

. Figure 1 is a view of a horseshoe Wwith my

toe-weight attached. Fig. 2 shows the toe-
weight removed. Fig. 3 is an edge view of
the weight.

- Various devices have been in use for secur-
ing toe-weights to the fore feet of horses in
order to regulate the gait; but all of them, so
far as I am aware, require nuts, bolts, screws,
or straps to keep the weight firmly in position.
Most of these devices have a clip or spur,
either attached to the.shoe or fitted into a re-
cess in it, but in securing the weight, the clip
serew bolts or straps have to be curved. By
thepeculiar construction of my clip and weight
the latter is secured on the clip solidly with-
out any of these accessories, and will not be
displaced by ordinary usage, although it ean
be easily when required.]

To the shoe A, I weld or forge the chp o,
setting it at such an inclination backward as
will suit the shape of the foot of the horse on
which it is to be used. This clipis made with
and forms part of the shoe, and is not to be
removed from it. As its back portion fits
snug against the hoof, it is never in the way
at any time, whether the weight is in place or
not;-there being no space between it and the
hoof This clip I make dovetailed in its shape,
so as to fit into a corresponding slot, b, in the
weight B,

The front face of the clip is broader than the
rear face, so that the sides are beveled, and
the lower end is broader than the upper, or
the clip made tapering from its lower to the
upper end, as shown.

By makin g the slotin the back of the weight
of precisely similar shape when said weight
is dropped onto the clip, it slides down and
firmly wedges itself.

The action of the horse in walking or trot-
ting settles the weight down solidly on its clip.

The back portion or inner face of the weight
is rounded or hollowed out slightly to conform
to the shape of the lhoof, and when in place on
the ¢lip fits snugly both on the clip and against
the hoof.

The clip may be secured on the side of the
shoe, if necessary, instead of in front, so that
the weight may be utilized to prevent a horse
interfering by making him spread his feet
more or less, as required.

By the means described the weight is very
firmly attached to the shoe and foot; but when
it is desired to remove it a slight tap on the
lower part will free it from the dovetailed clip,
up which it may De slid and removed. With
those weights which are bolted or screwed on
it is necessary to always carry a screw-driver
or monkey-wrench in order to be able to re-
move them. A tap with a pocket-knife will re-
move this one when struck from below. The
impact, however, when on the horse’s foot is
always downward, so there is never any fear of
the weight falling off.

A’number of weights may be made for the
one clip by making the weights of different
dimensions and weights, but having all the
same sized recess in the back fo suit the one
clip.

At stables and training places these various
sized weights may be kept on hand, so as to
be applied by any one desiring them.

I am aware that a shoe provided with a
dovetailed clip and adapted to fitinto a weight
provided with a dovetailed recess, and said
weight secured thereon by a screw, is old, and
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such I do not desire to claim, broadly, as my
invention; bat,

Having thus described my invention, what

el claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The horseshoe A, provided with a dove-
tailed and tapering clip, a, in combination
with the weight B, having a dovetailed and
tapering slot, b, corresponding with the shape
of the clip, whereby said weight will slide

down and firmly wedge or secure itself on
said clip without the aid of auxiliary fasten-
ings, substantially as herein shown and de-
seribed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my

hand.
. WILLIAM ZARTMAN.
Witnesses :
CHAs. G. YALE,
FRANK A. BROOKS.




