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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES H. WEAVER, of
Chicago, in the county of Cook and State of
Illinois, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Barbed - Wire Fences, of
which the following, in connection with the ac-
companying drawings, is a specification.

In the drawings, Figure 1is a side elevation
of a barbed-wire fence embodying my inven-
tion; Fig. 2, a perspective showing more fully
and in detail the construction of the barb and
of the fence-wires, and the method of com-
bining them. Fig. 3 js a perspective show-
ing a modification in the construction or ar-
rangement of the fence-wires; and Figs. 4 and
5 are enlarged representations of the barb de-
tached, Tig. 4 representing a face view of the
barb, and Fig. 5 being a perspective showing
the barb when made ready to be applied.

Like letters of reference indicate like parts.

My invention relates to barbed-wire fences,
and consists in certain novel features of con-
struction, substantially ashereinafter set forth,
which I employ with the aim of facilitating
the construction of fences of this class, and for
the purpose of improving them in other re-
spects.

A represents a flat sheet-metal barb of star-
shaped form, and having therein a central slot
or opening, a, and aslit, o/, extending from the
said opening to the edge of the barb, as shown,
so that the edges formed by the said slit may
be pressed apart laterally,as indicated in Fig.
5, to allow the barb to be placed upon a fence-
wire by being pushed edgewise thereon until
the wire enters the opening a, and to admit of
the barb being fastened upon the wire by
then pushing the said separated edges to-
gether, as indicated in Fig. 4, so that the wire
will be fully encircled by the barb. The radial
projections &/ @/, which give to the disk A its
star-shaped form, serve as prongs, and, in con-
Jjunction with the opening « and slit a/, adapt
the said disk to serve as a barb for wire fences.

The wires of the fence may be arranged in
different ways without exceeding the scope of
my invention. , For example, as represented
in Tig. 1, in which B B indicate the wires,
the upper and lower wires or rails are strai ght,
while the intermediate wires are arranged to
make didmond-shaped openings in the fence.

In the first panel C the intermediate wires are
represented as counsisting of diamond-shaped
links connected to each other by means of the .
barbs A A, some of which are arranged ver-
tically and some horizontally, as shown. In
the second panel the wires are all continuous,
each extending entirely along the panel, and

‘the intermediate wires are looped alternately

up and down upon each upper and lower wire,
and upon each other, as shown, being held to-
gether by means of the barb. Inthe third or
last panel shown in the drawings the con-
struction is the same as last described, except-
ing that the intermediate wires are crimped,
as shown,and barbs are arranged between the
points of junction of the wires as well as at
those points, the intermediate barbs being pre-
vented by the crimps from being moved longi-
tudinally on the wires.

It will be perceived from the foregoing de- .
seription and from reference to the drawings
that the barb is simplein its construction, and
may be applied and removed with facility.
It will also be perceived that when the wires
and. barbs are combined with each other sub-
stantially in the manner shown and described
the barbs will be held firmly in place in such
position that their points will project as they
ought for the purpose intended, and that the
barbs also serve as links to connect the inter-
mediate wires with each other and the outer
or upper and lower wires. It is also evident
that the wires may intersect each other as well
as merely meet. - 4

I am aware that flat sheet-metal barbs hav-
ing a central opening therein to receive the
panel-wire have heretofore been made. I am
also aware that sheet-metal barbs have here-
tofore been split from their edges inward, and
that metallic barbs have been notched on their
edges to receive the wires, the said notches
being broad enough for that purpose, and be-
ing adapted to be pressed partly down upon
the wire sufficiently to be retained thereon;
but I know of no sheet-metal barb, except the
one herein shown and described, having a cen-
tral opening adapted to receive the fence-wire,
and also entered or met by a mere cut or slif
extending from the edge of the barb, thus
adapting the barb to be applied by pressing
apart the slit portion laterally until the wire
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can enter the central opening, and admitting
of the barb being then closed upon the wire
80 as to wholly encircleit. Ido not, therefore,
here intend to claim either a central opening,
or a mere slit, or a notch in the edge of the
barb, separately and independently of each
other, as the union of the central opening and
the slit in the same sheet-metal barb, A, hav-
ing thereon the prongs &/ ", and the combi-
nation thereof with the fence-wires, substan-
tially as hereinafter specifically set forth, con-
stitutes the essential feature of my invention,
it being understood, of course, that the metal
is sufficiently flexible to be bent laterally, as
and for the purpose described.

I am also aware that the wiresof wire fences
have heretofore been linked together by means
of barbs; but I do not here intend to claim
that feature of construction, broadly ; but,

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as mew, and desire to secare by Let-
ters Patent, is—

The combination of the barb A, consisting
of flexible sheet metal, and having thereon the
radial pointed projections or prongs a" a’’,and
having therein the opening a and slita/, the lat-
ter severing the barb from its edge to the said
opening, and the diagonal wires B B of a wire
fence, when the said barbs -and wires are ar-
ranged substantially as shown and described
with relation to each other, for the purposes
set forth. .

JAMES H. WEAVER.

Witnesses:
Cuas. H. WEAVER,
J. S. CURTISS.




