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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, NATHANIEL WESTON,
of the city and ecounty of San Francisco, and
State of California, haveinvented an Improved
Photographic Embossing - Press; and I do
héreby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings.

My invention has reference to certain im-
provements upon the press which is used by
photographers for producing a raised oval de-
sign or cameo impression on card-mounts, my
object-being to simplify the press and provide
it with additions and improvements that will
render it more convenient and durable, all as
hereinafter more fully described.”

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my improved
cameo-press. TFig. 2 is a detached view of
the depressing-cam; and Fig. 3 is a redr sec-
tion of my improved press.

Let A represent the base or bed plate of the
press, that is secured upon a table or other ob-
Jjeet by screws or otherwise. B B are the up-
right side standards, between which the oval
pressing-ring Cis guided and moved, and D is
the lever-handle with its branching arms B E,
the ends of which form the pressing-cams, all
arranged in the usual relation to each other.

In the old machine, the rod or bolt F, which
passes through the upper ends of the stand-
ards B-B and through the pressing-cams ¢ g,
to serve as a fulerum for the cams to tirn on,
was riveted permanently in place, and it was
necessary to depress the ring by hand and de-
tach it from its supporting-springs before it
could be removed to introduce or remove the
card. This was inconvenient, and took con-
siderable time in manipulation. * This bolt I
put in loosely, so that it can be withdrawn af-
ter each operation, and thus free the cams and
ringatonce. The card-mountcanthus belifted
directly off the cushion on which it is pressed
and another substituted in its place without
loss of time, and without danger of defacing
the mount, either before or after pressing it.
This arrangement also permits me to use flat
bow-springs % i for the ring to rest upon in-
stead of the wire springs heretofore used. To

accommodate these springs I make a ledge, I,
at the base of each standard B on the inside,
so that the two ledges on opposite sides will
be parallel with each other. These ledges are
long enough to allow the ends of the springs
to rest upon them and spread the required
distance when they are depressed. At both
ends of each ledge I make a stop, ¢, which
prevents the springs from becoming displaced.
I also make thestandards B with an: inward-
projecting flange, j, on each side, and on each
side of the ring I make a corresponding pro-
Jjection to slide between the flanges, so that
the projection and flanges form guides that
keep the ring from shifting when it is being
depressed. This makes the press much
stronger and steadier than the former arrange-
ment, and there is no danger of the impres-
sion being unevenly made.
~ ‘When the cams are made of the soft metal
that the lever-handle is made of, as is the
case in the old machine, they soon wear down,
80 that it is impossible to get the desired
amount of impression in the eard. I therefore
provide each cam with a steel face, I, by which
means they are rendered durable and the uni-

formity of the impressions preserved.

In making impressions with this press it is
sometimes necessary to stop the cams before
they are turned around far enough to hold of
themselves. I therefore make one or more
teeth, o o, in the outer edge of one or both of
the cams, and mount a pawl, », on the inside
of the standards, so that the pawl or pawls
will engage with the teeth as the cams rotate.
This forms a ratchet arrangement that will
hold the cams wherever they are stopped, thus
avoiding the necessity of the operator holding
onto the lever while the impression is being
fixed.

I also use an extension lever-handle, which
can be lengthened or shortened, according to
the amount of leverage required to rotate the
cams and depress the pressing-ring. In the
present instance I have represented the han-
dles as being made in sections which telescope
together or slide into one another, the handle
being secured to the end of the inside sliding
section. Various devices might be substituted
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for this telescopic arrangement in orderto pro-
vide an extension -handle; but they would
only be equivalents of the device shown.

1 thus provide important and valuable im-
provements to this class of presses, by which
they are rendered moreconvenient, more dura-
ble, and more positive in their action.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. The standards B B, with their inward-pro-
jecting flanges j j, in combination with the
ring C, with its corresponding projection, and

the flat bow-springs k, combined and applied
substantially as above deseribed.

92, The ledges I at the bases of the stand-
ards, with their stops 4, in combination withthe
flat bow-springs » and the pressing-ring, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal.

NATHANIEL WESTON. [L.8.]

Witnesses:
W. F. CLARK,
W. FLoyD DUCKETT.
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