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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE HENRY ELLIS,
a subject of Her Majesty the Queen of Great
Britain, residing at London, England, have
invented a certain new and useful Improved
Apparatus for Cleaning and Polishing Boots
and Shoes, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. .

My invention relates to a new or improved
apparatusforcleaningand polishing boots and
shoes; and it consists in the construction and
arrangement of annular or circular brushes,
disposed in pairs, in the manner hereinafter
described.

Theannpexed drawingswill render the inven-
tion readily intelligible, Figure 1 being a view
of the improved apparatus, partly in elevation
and partly in- seetion; and Fig. 2, a plan of
same.

In carrying out my invention I provide an-
nular or circular brush-stocks A, of conven-
ient diameter, which I cut out of disks of mill-
board, straw-board, card-board, papier-maché,
wood, or other suitable material, and which are
thrown or molded up on their inner diameter
to form beveled surfaces; and I may here state
that I prefer to use mill-board, straw-board, or
the like, instead of wood, as such substances
are not so liable to warp as wood is. Any
numberof thicknessesof thesesubstances may
be used, so as to give the necessary rigidity to
the working portion of the apparatus. In or
upon the outer surfaces of these stocks I place
or fit the bristles a in rows, leaving ample
space between such rows,not only for the pur-
pose of economizing bristles, but more particu-
larly for the purpose of establishing a series of
air-currents alternating withthe friction of the
bristles, having found such air-currents most
effectual in thecleaningand polishing of damp
boots and shoes. The brash-stocks thus con-
stroncted are placed together in pairs, back to
back,on a central or common disk, B, to which
they are secured by nails, cement, or other-
wise. On the upperand lower surfaces of this
disk B are placed other disks, C C/, (said disks
being those from which the brush-stocks have
been cut,) which are glued or cemented there-
to, so as to strengthen the central disk, B, car-
ryingtheannularorcirenlar brushes. Oneach
of these disks C C’ is secured a boss, D, pro-

(No model.)

vided with a central orifice snitably bushed,
and through these orifices and through all the
disks a vertical spindle, d, passes, which is fit-
ted at its lower end into a stand or base-plate, 33
E. The spindle projects a short distance be-
low the stand or base-plate, and forms a stop

or abutment, for the purpose hereinafter de-
seribed. Thisstand or base-plate may be pro-
vided with lugs ¢, furnished with holes; orthe 60
holes may be contrived in the stand itself, for
the insertion of screws for securing the appa-
ratus to a table,dresser, orsbelf; butthestand
may be secured in any other convenient man-
ner—as, for instance, by a clamp and thumb- 65
screw.

It is desirable for the successful working of
the apparatus that the spindle carrying the
brushes should bemounted eccentrically onits
base-plate or stand, which base-plate or stand 7o
may be circular, as shown, or of any other de-
sired shape, the spindle being placed near one
edge of the same, and that the apparatus
should be fixed at the edge of the table or
dresser, in order to obtain the greatest possi- 75
ble amount of brush-surtace. The projecting
portion of thespindlelimits the extent to which
the base-plate or stand can be fixed on the ta-
ble or dresser. Fig.2shows this arrangement
clearly, Z being theedge of the table or dresser. 8o

H are the handles or knobs, by means of
which motion is communicated to thé appa-
ratus,one such haundle being fixed to the upper
disk, C, and the other to the lower disk, C'.

One of the brushes serves to clean the dust 83
or mud from the boot or shoe, and the other
serves to polish the same.

The working of the apparatus is as follows:
The Urushes, combined and arranged as here-
in described, are mounted horizontally on the go
vertical spindle, and are set in motion by one
hand, the boot or shoe being held by the other
hand to the lower brush, which is to act onit,
and after the dust or mud has been brashed
from the boot or shoe the brushes are reversed, 95
in order to bring the cleaning or polishing
brusb into position ready for operation. The
brushes can be speedily reversed, as desired,
and with as little trouble as the changing of
hand-brushes. Blackingisapplied to the boot tco
or shoe by a hand-brush, as usual.

‘Having now described my invention, I de-
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clare that I claim and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent— '

1. In an apparatus for cleaning and polish-
ing bootsand shoes,theannularbeveled brush-
stocks A A/, set back to back, in combination
with the disk B, to which theyare secured, the
bosses b,and the spindle upon which the brush-
stocks are rotated, substantially as-and for the
purposes specified. _

2. In an apparatas for cleaning and polish-
ing boots and shoes, the combination of the
annular beveled brush-stocks A A’, disk B,

strengthening-pieces C €', bosses .D, spindle
b, and stand, substantially as and for the pur-
poses specified. I5 |
Intestimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand and seal,in the presenceof two subserib-
ing witnesses, this 20th day of February,1882.
GEORGE HENRY ELLIS. [L.s.]
Witnesses:
WILLIAM LEE,
68 Fleet Street, London.
J. WATT, :
17 Gracechurch Street, London.




