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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

SANFORD 8. BURR, OF WINNETKA, ILLINOIS.

FOLDING BEDSTEAD.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 261,305, dated July 18, 1882,
Application filed June 14, 1882. (No model.) i

To all whom it may concern: . :

Be it known that I, SANFORD S. BURR, of
‘Winnetka, 1linois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Folding Bed-

- steads, of which thefollowing isa specification.

My invention relates to that class of folding
bedsteads generally known as ¢ wardrobe-bed-
steads”—that is to say, bedsteads having a
hinged bed capable of being turned up into a
case or into upright position when not in use.
The hinged bed usually has combined with or
applied to it weights or springs which serve
to counterbalance the weight of the bed when
it is being turned up or down. These appli-
ances are necessary; but they are open to the
objection that they render it difficult at the
start to draw down the bed, and that thiey also
cause the bed to close or fold up too rapidly
and foreibly, unless care be taken to hold back
the bed by hand. :

It is my object to provide means whereby
the bed may be more easily managed and ma-
nipulated under these circumstances. To this
end I combine with the hinged bed an inde-
pendently-hinged front, connected with the
bed by a cord or equivalent connection, which
will permit the front to turn-down some little
distance before the cord-connection is drawn
taut. The front in this position serves both as
a weight and as alever, which is conveniently
placed for use, and acts through its cord-con-
nection with the bed to start and draw ‘down

.the latter from its upright position. It also

serves equally as a means by which the bed
when it is lifted can be held from closing too
foreibly. :

The nature of my improvement and the man-
ner in which the same is or may be carried into
effect will be readily understood by reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure1is a perspective view of a wardrobe-
bedstead in folded econdition containing my
improvements. Fig, 2is a like view of the
same with the front partly unfolded or low-
ered. Fig. 3 is a sectional view, representing
the bed partly lowered and the front com-
pletely lowered. TI'ig.4 isasectional view, rep-
resenting both bed and front completely un-
folded or lowered.

A is the case or frame, of ordinary or suita-
ble construction.

B is the bed, hinged to the case at the point

a, provided with the usnal counter-weights, b,
and the hinged leg-frame ¢, which, when turned
up as indicated in Fig. 1, constitutes the head-
piece of the wardrobe-front.

There is nothing essentially novel in the
parts thus far described.

The hinged front hereinbefore referred to
is shown at C. It may be hinged to any suit-
able part of the case or bed. In the present
instance, in order to allow play for the spring
bed-bottom =, it is hinged to the lower part of
the case at a point, d, below the point & at
which the bed B is hinged, a space between
the front and the bed being thus atforded
when the twoe are unfolded for the play of the
bed-bottom, as indicated in Fig.4. The front
G, at or near its upper end, is connected to the
upper end of the bed by cords ¢, ortheirequiva-
lent, the object being to obtain a flexible or
pliableconnection between the two. Thefront,
when the bedstead is folded up, standsupright
and constitutes the front of the wardrobe, as
indicated in Fig. 1.

The action is as follows: When itis desired
tolower the bed the front is opened and pulled
down. TUntilitreachesthe position indicated
inFig.2,in which thecordsearetaut,itexercises
no influence on the bed; butin this position it
acts as a weight to lessen the labor of starting
the bed, and will, if made sufficiently heavy,
serve to materially assistinloweringit. When
it is pulled farther down, after reaching that
position, it draws on the bed through the in-
termediary of the cords e and aets as a lever
to pull down the bed until it reaches its low-
est position, as indicated in Fig. 3, by which
time the bed has been so far turned down as
to render it easy to lowerit. The frontin this
position is supported by a hinged leg, f, at-
tached to it, which can be folded up out of the
way when the frontislifted. The person open-
ing the bedstead then takes hold of the bed
and lowers it from the position shown in Fig,.
3 to that represented in Fig. 4, in which lat-
ter position it is supported and upheld by the
legs of the frame ¢. To close or fold up the
bed, reverse operation is gone through with,
The bed is lifted to the position shown in Fig.
3, in which position it requires but little, if
any, further lifting power applied to it in order
to bring it to npright position, and the oper-
ator, as the bed closes, prevents it from shut-
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ting' up too foreibly and quickly-by pressing
down on-the front. :As:soon as the bed is in
the upright position:shown:in Fig. 2 the front
is-raised -and closed, as indicated in Fig. 1.

I have before stated that the front can, if
desired, be hinged to the bed instead of the
case.: I would also state that, in lieu of using
a front sueh as represented, I canuseany other
hinged appliance—as, for instance, a bar or
other deviee connected to the bed by a cord
or equivalent connection, and adapted to serve
as a lever to draw or pull down the bed.
‘What I claim as new and of my invention
i§— =

1. Thecombination,withthecounterweighted
folding bed and support or case to which the
same is hinged, of afolding front or its ¢quiva-

lent, hinged to said case or bed and connected
with the bed by a cord or other pliable con-

nection, substantially as and for the purposes 2o

hereinbefore set forth.

2. The combination of the case, the counter-
weighted bed hinged thereto, and the front,
hinged also to the ‘case at a point below the
bed-hinge and connected to the bed by a cord
or other pliable connection, substantially as
and for the purposes hereinbetore set forth.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my
hand this 6th day of June, 1882,

SANTFORD: 8. BURR.

Witnesses:
JOSErH KERSIAW,
FrED. K. MORRILL.
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