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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiAM H. PRoUTY,
of Boston, county of Suffolk, State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improvement in
Clothes-Pins, of- which the following descrip-
tion, in connection with the accompanying
drawings, is a specification.

My invention relates to clothes-pins, and
has for its object to prodace a pin which is not

liable to become detached from' the line, and

will hold the cloth more tightly than the ordi-
nary pin and with less liability to damage it.

The invention is embodied in a clothes-pin
consisting of two jaws pivoted together at one
end on a pivot at right angles to the acting
faces of the jaws by whichthe clothes are held,
the said jaws being thus adapted to rotate one
upon the other, and when brought in line or
coincident with oue another ‘they lie in con-
tact for a considerable distance from the said
pivot. One of the said jaws is provided with
a noteh or depressor in its acting faces to re-
ceive the clothes-line and cloth lying over it,
the said clothes-line being inserted when the
other jaw is turned aside from coincidence with
the notch-jaw, and after the said line bas been
thus inserted the unnotched jaw is turned in
line with the notcbed one, thereby positively
locking the line and cloth in the said notch, so
that the pin will not subsequently become de-
tached until the unnotched jaw is again posi-
tively turned aside by the operator.

The drawing shows in side elevation, partly
in section, a clothes-pin constructed in aceord-
ance with this invention. The pin consists of
two jaws, @ b, united at one end by a pivot, ¢,
at right angles to the faces by which the said
pin engages the cloth and line to be held by it.
The said jaws are preferably made of wood
which is somewhat elastic, and when turned
on their pivot in coincidence with one another

open out at the end opposite the pivot, some-
what like the ordinary clothes-pin made of a
single piece of wood, the said jaws then being
in contact with one another for a considerable
distance from the pivot, and their elasticity,
incident in a measure to their end pivoting, is

utilized in more securely holding the clothes.

in the pin. One of the jaws, a, (shown as some-
what thicker than the other,) is provided with
a line-receiving notch, d, in the face next to
the other jaw, b, so that when the line, with
the cloth surrounding it, is inserted in the said
notch and the jaw b is over the said notch
the said line is completely surrounded and
positively held by the said clothes-pin, which
cannotbe removed by a longitudinal pull there-
on. To thus apply the clothes-pin to the line
the jaw b has to be first turned aside on its
pivot, leaving the notch J uncovered, when

the jaw a is pressed laterally toward the line

with the cloth over it, which sinks into the
notch d, after which the jaw b is turned into
coincidence with the jaw a, locking or inclos-
ing the said line in the said notch.

I claim—

A clothes-pin composed of the jaw a, pro-
vided with the line-receiving notch d, and the
jaw b, pivoted to the end of jaw a, as shown,
and extending over the said notch, whereby
it may be rotated on the said pivot to uncover
the said line-receiving notch, or to cover and
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lock theline therein, the said jawsflaring apart

at their free ends, substantially as and for the
purpose specified.

Intestimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses. .

WILLIAM H. PROUTY.

Witnesses:
Jos. P. LIVERMORE,
B. d. NQYES.
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