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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DEMPSTER BEATTY, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mish-
awaka, 1n the county of St. Joseph and State
of Indiana, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in the Manufacture of Felted
(Goods, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

Thisinveution relates to the manufacture of
that class of boots, shoes, and other analo-
gous articles. of wear in which a bat of fiber
is placed upon a form or pattern-board and
then felted or consolidated into a felted web.

My improvementconsistsin a cloth or other
flexible cover adapted to inclose the bat or
fiber dfter the latter has been placed upon the
form or pattern-board, and furtheradapted to
be drawn closely and tight]y upon the soft bat
of wool, so as to hold the same in place and
prevent seams or wrinkles during the process
of felting,

In the drawings, Figure 1 represents thebat
of wool laid upon the pattern-board with the
cover secured over the wool, portions of the
coverand the wool beingrepresented as broken
away in order to more clearly illustrate the
relative position of the parts. TFig. 2 repre-
sents the pattern-board. Fig. 3 shows the
cover removed and opened.

The pattern-board A, which in this instance
is designed for a boot,is composed of metal or

any other suitable materlal

B indicates the bat of wool, which is pldced
upon the pattern-board for the purpose of be-
ing felted or compacted, so as to partake of
the shape of the pattern-board.

The cover O, which is composed of canvas

or other suitable ¢loth or analogous flexible
material, is made to conform to the shape of
the pattern-board, and is open along the leg
and the foot portion, as at ¢ ¢/. In the pres-

ent instance the meeting edges of this cover
are drawn together by means of a cord, D,
passed around buttons E, that are secured at
proper intervals to the two edges.

After the wool has been placed upon the pat-

tern-board the cover can be fitted over the
same and laced up, thereby drawing it tightly
upon the bat of wool, so that during the pro-
cessof felting no seams or wrinkles can by any
possibility oceur in the wool.
- In place of the lacing herein shown, straps
and buckles can be employed or other forms
of lacing used; also,the cover can be adapted
for a shoe or for a mitten, as may be desired.

The felting process is carried on as usualin-

manufacturing this class of goods, and the
wool fiber consolidated to form thie required
article.

What I claim is—
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1. As ameans for preventingthe ocenrrence -

of seams and wrinkles in the manufacture of
felted goods, a flexible cover adapted to be
fitted and drawn closely upon the bat of wool
‘which is placed on the pattern- board substan-
tially as described.

2. The herein-described flexible cover, open
from end to end, and provided with suitable

lacing, said cover being made to conform to
‘the shape of the pattern-board employed in

the manufacture of a felt boot, shoe, or anal-
ogous article, and being adapted to be fitted
and drawn tightly and secured upon the bat
which is laid over the pattern-board, substan-
tially as described.

Intestimony whereof I have hereuntoset my
hand in the presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses. '

DEMPSTER BEATTY.

‘Witnesses: N
ALEXANDER CURTIS,

EpHRAIM F, COLE,
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