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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GILBERT HAWKES, of
Lynn, in the county of Hssex and State of Mas-
sachusetts, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in the Process of Lasting Boots
and Shoes, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. :

My invention relates to an improvement in
means employed for securing thie uppers of
boots and shoes to the inner soles in the pro-

. cess of lasting.
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Heretofore in the practice of the art the up-
per has been attached to the inner sole by
stiteching the two together. Nails and pegs
have also been used for the same purpose. As
an improvement upon this'method of attach-
ing the upper to the inner sole, an adhesive
substance has been ewnployed, which is spread
upon the portion of the upper surface of the
inner sole which comes in contact with the up-
per, and also upon the corresponding overlying
cdge of the upper, this being done during the
operation of lasting, and the adhesion of the
parts so prepared being effected by means of
pressure. Amnother means of connecting the
upper to the inner sole consists in the employ-
ment of a binding piece or pieces of some thin
material, which piece is foreibly pressed down
upon the inner sole and the inner edge of the
upper, upon each of which (of the two latter)
bas been spread some sunitable adhesive mix-
ture—like hot glue, for instance—the parts be-
ing held together until the adhesive material
dries. -

The processes above described occupy con-
siderable time in the operation of lasting, the
evaporation of the solvents being requisite in
order to effect the proper setting of the adhe-
sive material.

My invention consists in the process of last-
ing boots and shoes in which I employ a text-
ile or other suitable material, such as paper
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or leather,; upon one surface of which is spread
a coating of cement of such a nature that when

prepared the material will not adhere to any- 45

thing with which it comes in contact, and is
rendered adhesive only when subjected to heat
sufficient to fuse the cement. The cement em-
ployed consists of a combination of shellac and
india-rubber; or it may be composed of other
ingredients which, when used under like con-
ditions, will effect the” same purpose.. When
used in the operation of lasting, the material,
being cut to the proper size, is placed with its
cemented surface upon the inner sole and the
overlying edge of the upper. A heated press-
ing-tool 1s then applied to the material, caus-
ing the cement to fuse and effeciing an in-
stant adhesion of the parts to be united. The
material thus prepared may be manufactured

and sold in the form shown in Figure 1, adapt-

ed for immediate use.

Fig. 2 is a section of the material on an en-
larged scale, B representing the coating of ce-
ment, and O the textile or other material upon
which the cement is spread. :

‘What [ elaim as my invention is—

That improvement in the art of lasting boots
and shoes which consists in turning the edge
of the upper over upon the inner sole, then ap-
plying a fabric coated with a fusible cement
adhesive from the action of heat, and attach-
ing the fabric to the inturned edge and to the
inner sole by applying heat while the parts
are under pressure, all substantially as set
forth. ’ '

In testimony whereof I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sub-.

seribing witnesses.
GILBERT HAWKES.

Witnesses:
W. B. HASELTINE,
Jos. H. Apams.
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