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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE L. Knox, of
Jersey City, in the county of Hudson and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvementin Ralers, of which the follov-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention consists of the special means
employed for holding the strip of absorbent

material, consisting of a bent or folded plate-

of sheet metal adapted to be placed in a deep
slot or groove made in the edge of the ruler,

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification, in
which similar letters of referenceindicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved ruler, and Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional
elevation of the same,

A represents a ruler of ordinary construe-
tion, except that it is formed with the deep
slot or groove @ in one edge; and Brepresents
the bent or folded plate of sheet metal, placed
in the'slot ¢ and extending the whole length
of the ruler. 1In this bent or folded plate is
placed the strip G, of blotting-paper or other
absorbent material, the outer edge of which
reaches near to the outer lip or edge, ¢, of the
ruler, as shown in the drawings.

The bent plate B may be of any kind of
sheet metal, but should have some elasticity,
80 that when removed from the slot« the sides
of the plate will open slightly for the easy in-

sertion of the strip C, and when placed in the
groove or gutter « the sides will act as spring-
clamps against the walls of the groove or gut-
ter for clamping the strip C and for holding
the plate securely in place in the gutter or
groove. By this means the plate B will be
held firmly in the ruler, and may be removed
at pleasure for renewing the strip C, and for
adjosting the edge thereof the proper distance
from the edge C of the ruler for absorbing all
ink that may pass from the pen to the raler,
and effectually prevent the same from run-
ning down and getting upon the paper being 43
ruled.

I do not confine myself to this or any means
of holding the strip of absorbent material, C,
as it might be simply placed in the groove or
guttera or attached to or held by various other
means; but the means shown and described
are preferred, since they are at once efficient,
convenient, and cheap.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by g3
Letters Patent, is—

Theruler A, formed with the gutteror groove
a, in combination with the strip C of absorb-
ent material and the bent plate B, substan-
tially as described. :

GEORGE L. KNOX.

‘Witnesses:

H. A.'WEsT,
C. SEDGWICK,
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