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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JAMES M. KEEP, of New
York city, in the county of New York and
State of Neéw York, have invented certain new

5 and usefaul Improvements in Toy Pistols; .and
I do bereby declare that the following is a fuall,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being bad to the accompanying drawings, mak-
ing a part of this specification, in which—

1o Figure 1 is a perspective view of the upper
side of my improved pistol. TFig. 2 is a like
view of the lower side of the same. T'ig. 3 is
a central longitudinal section of said toy with
the hammer raised and set, and Fig. 4 is a

15 like view of the same with the hammer in its
normal position.

~ Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

The design of my invention is to prodace, in

20 a simple, inexpensive, and ornamental form, a
toy pistol for use in exploding caps; and it
consists in the construction and combination
of parts, substantially as and for the purpose
hereinafter specified.

25 In the annexed drawings, A represents the
body or frame of my pistol, the main part of
which is straight, while its rear end is turned
downward in a curve, so as to form a bandle,
@, as shown, The lower side of the frame A

30 is provided with a longitudinal recess, o/, and
from a point in rear of the front end to a point
near the commencement of the handle a said
groove is extended through said frame and
forms a slot, a®. Near therear end of the slot

35 @? are provided a couple of lugs, a? which ex-
tend upward upon opposite sides of thie same,
and are connected by means of a round cross-
bar, «*, as shown in Fig. 1, while near the
front end of said slot a second bar, ¢?, extends

40 across the lower side of said frame, as seen in
Tig. 2.

Pivoted upon the cross-bar «¢* is a hammer,
B, which is preferably made in the form of an
alligator, with its lower jaw, b, adapted to im-

45 pinge upon an anvil, a%, which is provided at
the front end of the frame A, and has a re-
cessed or cup-shaped face. The hind legs, ¥/,

of the alligator extend in a curve downward
through the rear end of the slot a® and operate

as a trigger, while its tail »* has a rearward so
and upward curve, and serves as a means for
raising said hammer.

Within the groove a? is placed a flat spring,

C, which extends from Leneath the anvil af
rearward over the cross-bar ¢’ and terminates 5z
slightly in rear of the eross-bar af, where it
bears upon a lug, 0%, which extends downward
from the hind legs, ¥/, of the alligator, forming
the bammer B. The location of the bearing
»® with relation to the pivotal bearing a*is
such as to cause the upward pressure of the
spring O to hold the front end of the ham-
mer B with a considerable pressure upon the
anvil af, and, if said hammer is raised and
liberated, to cause it to impinge with suffi- 65
cient force upon said anvil to explode a per-
cussion-cap placed thereon. Said bearing ¥®

is also arranged so that when said hammer is -
raised to its limit of motion it will receive the
pressure of said spring directly in a line with 7o
said pivotal bearing af, and will operate to
lock said hammer in such raised or ¢cocked”
position, from which position said hammer may

be released by a slight rearward pressure upon
the trigger b’. - 75

In order that the hammer may be readily
placed in or removed from position, the pivotal
bearing a* is contained within a half-round re-
cess that is formed in the upper side of the
hind legs, ¥/, the construction permitting of 8o
the ready insertion of said hammer into place,
where it is kept by the upward pressure of the
spring C. The spring C requires no fasten-
ing, being automatically held in place within
the groove a? between the cross-bar a® and the
front end of the frame A.

In constructing the pistoleach part isadapt-
ed to the others, and may be readily placed in
or removed from position, no rivets or screws
being employed in the device.

While the form of an alligator is preferably
employed for the hammer, it will be seen that
the forms of other animals, fishes, or fowls are
equallyapplicable. Consequently I donotcon-
fine myselttoany special form forsaid hammer. 95

Having thus fully set forth the nature and
merits of iy invention, what I claim as new
is—
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In a toy pistol, the hammer B, trigger ¥/,
thumb-piece or ‘*set” % and stud 0°, cast in

one piece, and having a rounded notch or |

bearing between the parts ' and 0%, in combi-
nation with the frame A, having raised lugs
a?, connected by the fulerum-bar «*, and spring
G, all constrocted and combined to operate
substantially in the manner and for the pur-
pose herein shown and specified.

In testimonythatT elaim the foregoing Thave 15

hercunto set my hand this 11th day of April,
1882, o

J. M. KEEP.

Witnesses:
JoHN HOGAN,
J. . STEVENSON.
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