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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, JorNn J. STOPPLE, a
citizen of the United States, resident at Belle-
ville, in the county of Austin and State of
Texas, have invented a new and valuable Im-
provement in Car-Couplings; andI do Lereby
declare that the following is a foll, clear, and
exact description of theconstruetion and opera-
tion of the same, reference being had to the
annexed drawings, making a part of this speci-
fication, and to the letters and figures of ref-
crence marked thereon,

Figure 1 of the drawings isa representation
of this invention in a perspective view. Fig.
2 is a horizontal section taken through the
two sections of the link, showing one fastened
firinly on the rod and the other putonloosely.

This invention has relation to car-couplings;
and it consists in the construction and novel
arrangement of the hinged sections forming a
coupling-link and the transversely-extended
rod on which said sections are hinged, one

_ Section being fast on the rod and the other
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loose, and the rod being extended on each side
of the link to form handles, as hereinafter set
forth, .

In the accompanying drawings, the letter
designates that section of the link which is de-
signed to project outward from the mouth of a
draw-head to enter that of an approaching
draw-head as two cars are nearing each other

for coupling. b represents that section of the
link which is secured in the first draw-head by
means of the coupling-pin. These two sections
are made in U form, with their ends toward
each other, said ends being formed with per-

forations or eyes ¢ ¢/, through which passes a
transverse rod, d, connecting the sections by
@ hinge-joint. The section b is loose on the
rod d, so that the latter can turn in its eyes c;
butthe eyes of the section ¢ are secured rigidly
to the rod, so that when the rod is turned the
section ¢ will turn with it. The ends of the
rod d are laterally extended beyond the sitles
of the link, so as to be within easy reach at

the sides of the car, and the extremities are

bent, as indicated at ¢, to form haudles, where-
by the rod and its attached link-section a can
be readily turned so as to direct said link-see-
tion into the mouth of the draw-head of the
car which is to be coupled.

The object of the invention is to obviate all
liability of getting the bands crashed in guid-
ing the links in coupling ears, and also to pre-
vent the link from being broken in case it
should be misguided in the conpling operation.

Having described this invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
is— o
A coupling-link consisting of two sections
hinged on a transversely-extended rod, one
section being fast and the other loose on the
rod, and said rod being extended on each side
of the link to form handles, substantially as
specified. o

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed my name in the presence

of two witnesses.
JOHN J. STOPPLE.
Witnesses:
@  SAMUEL REESE BLAKE,
CHARLES H. BROSSMANN,
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