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To all whom it may concern :

- Be it known that I, SAMUEL A. CUMMINGS,
of Madison, in the county of Dane and State
of Wisconsin, have invented a new and: Im-
proved Adjustable Desk, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The object of my invention is to provide a
new and improved desk which can be adjusted
in lieight and inclination, and on which a per-
son can write very conveniently without bend-
ing forward. ‘

The invention consists in an adjustable desk
constructed with a swinging or pivoted writ-
ing-board provided at its upper edge with a
bolt adapted to Le passed into one of a series of
apertures in a curved bar attached to an arm
projecting from a box resting on the plate to

" which the writing-board is pivoted. This plate

is mounted vertically adjustable on a standard
secured to a flat base. The lower edge of the

" writing-board ecan be brought very close to the

body, and the legs and knees of the writer can
be passed nnder the writing-board, so that the

* person need not bend forward while reading
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or writing.
Reference is to be had to the accompanying

‘drawings, forming part of this specification, in

which similar letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in both the figures.
Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-

-proved desk, showing it inclined to show the

under side of the desk. T'ig, 2 is a cross-sec-
tional elevation of the same.

A bottowm plate, A, is.loosely mounted on a
vertical rod or standard; B, and this plate A
rests on and is attached to a metal frame or
plate, O, provided with a downwardly-project-
ing collar, D, through which the standard B
passes, which collar D is provided with a set-
serew, B, for locking the supporting plate or
frame C at any desired height on the standard.

A boxor frame, I, adapted to receive a draw-
er, G, in each end, is secared on one side of the
top of the plate A, through which box I the
standard A passes. S '

From the top of the box F an arm or bar, H,
projects from the standard, and to the end of
this arm a circularly-carved or quadrant bar,
J, is attached, the lower end of this bar being
attaclied to the bottom of the front of the box
G. . This curved bar is provided with a series
of apertures, ¢.

A swinging desk-leal or writing-board, K, is
pivoted ator near the middle of the under side
to the edge of that side of the plate A oppo-
site the one on which the box G rests. This
swinging writing-board .is provided at its up-
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per edge with a sliding bolt, L, adapted to be

passed into the apertures «. This bolt is pref-
erably provided with a finger, b, projecting
from the upper sarface of the writing-board
and moving in a slot, d, of the same.

The lamp-sapporting arm M, formed of a se-

‘ries of hinged or pivoted sections, is mounted

on the upper end of the standard B.

The bottom of the standard B is secured on
a flat base-plate, N, made of metal, gradually
increasing in thickness toward the bottom of
the standard B and shaped so that the feet of
the writer will not strike against the edges of
this base, for which purpose the base has a
part cut out or a recess formed in one edge of
this base, by which also less metal is required
and warping in casting is avoided.

The operation is as follows: The pivoted
board K may be inclined wore or less, as may
be desired, and can be locked in the desired
position by means of the locking-bolt L, which
is passed into one of the apertures ¢. The desk
may be adjusted higher or lower on the stand-
ard, aud can be locked in the desired position
by means of the set-screw E. As the swing-
ing writing-board K is pivoted at or near its
middle to the edge of the bottom plate, A, the
knees aud legs of the writer can be passed un-
der the lower edge of the writing-board with-
out striking against drawers or supports, but,
on the contrary, the space below the writing-
board is {ree to permit of a movement of the

‘legs, thereby preventing tiring of the same by

continually holding théwn in the same position.
The lower edge of the writing-board can thus
be brought very close to the body and the
writer need not to bend forward. Thisis a
matter of great importance, especially to near-
sighted persons. The writer need not rise to
adjust the inclination of the writing-board, but
can do so while sitting at the desk.

This desk is also very well adapted to be
used as a book-support. :

Having thus fully described my inveution,

what I claim as new, and desire to secare by
Letters Patent, is— ‘
1. In adesk, the combination, with the plate
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A, of the pivoted writing-board K, the bolt I,
and the curved bar J, provided with apertures
a,substantially as herein shown and described,
and for the purpose set forth.

2. In a desk,the combination, with the plate
A, of the writing-board K, pivoted at or near
its middle to the plate A, the bolt L at the up-
per edge of the plate K, and the carved bar J,
provided with apertures a, substantially as
herein shown and described, and for the pur-
pose set forth.

3. In a desk,the combination, with the plate
A,of the w11t1ng board K, plvoted to one edge
of the plate A,the curved bar J, provided with
apertares a,and the bolt L, provided witha fin-

ger, b, projecting from the upper surface of the
writing-board through a slot, d, substantially
as herem shown and doscnbed, and for the pur-
pose set forth.

4. In a desk, the combination, with the plate 20
A, mounted ‘ertlmlly adjustable.on a stand-
ru"d B,of the box I*,the pivoted writing-board
K, the curved bar J, provided with apertures
@, "and the bolt L in the writing board K, sub- ‘
stantlally as herein shown and described, and 25
for the purpose set forth. '

SAMUEL A. CUMMINGS.

Witnesses:

A. 8. FRANK,
G. 8. Gary.



