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- UNITED STATES

PATeENT OFFICE.

HENRY C. REW, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

RAILWAY AND DEPOT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 263,959, dated September 5, 1882,
App]ica.tion. filed February 10, 1882. - (No niodel.)

To all whom it may concern :

.Beitknown that I, HENRY C. REW, of Chi.-

cago, in the county of ‘Cook and State of 1lli-

- nois, have invented certain new and useful Im-

provements in Railways and Depots; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference

- being had to the accompanying drawings, and
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to the letters of reference marked thereon,
making a part of this specification.

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in railroad-depots and systeins of ‘ar-
ranging the tracks in connection therewith;
and it has for its ohject to economize room by
combining with a terminal depot constructed
with several stories and a series of elevated
tracks, in ‘addition to the surface-tracks enter-
ing said depot, (those portions of the depot and
station structures not occupied by the tracks
being utilized for stores, rooms, offices, and
other like purposes,) a central or union ‘depot

or depots, the upper story of which is em-.

ployed for a station, and connecting by means
of elevated tracks with the various terminal
depots of the city and roads entering the city,
the lower story or stories of said central depot
being either open or ‘inclosed and utilized for
stores, offices, and other indoor purposes,
whereby the trainsentering or passing through
the city may be brought to the central part of
4 city, or to such union depot or depots, with-
out interfering with the street traffic, whereby
the value of the property occupied by the de-
pot is greatly enhanced and frains are en-
abled topassfromroad toroad directly through
the city without delay or inconvenience, thus
doing away with the labor, expense, and loss
of time required to transfer passengers, bag-
gage, and freight through a city by means of
omnibuses, carriages, wagons, trucks, and other
vehicles. These objects I attain by the means
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— ‘

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of a
portion of a depot and system of tracks con-
structed and arranged according to my inven-
tion; Fig. 2, a plan view of the second or pas-
senger-depot floor; Fig. 3, a plan view of the
first or freight-depot floor; Fig. 4, a side view
of the depot structures; Fig. 5, a plan view of
a third floor of the depot, showing the arrange-

ment of the rails; and Fig. 6, a plan view of
the depot.and the struectures in the neighbor-
hood thereof. TFig. 7 represents a plan view
of a central orunion depot and the tracks lead-
ing therefrom and théreto from and to the va-
rious depots of a city and railways entering
the city, both depot and tracks being built on
an elevated plane. Fig. 8 represents the side
elevation of such depot and tracks.

The letter A indicates the depot building,
which in the present instance is constructed
with two prineipal floors, B and C.

The letter D indicates the surface-track or
series of tracks which enters the eentral com-

partment, E, of the first floor, the said track

or tracks being for freight or other heavily-
weighted cats.

The letter I indicates an elevated or series
of elevated tracks entering the second story of
the building. - These tracks, as well asthe sec-
ond floor, are supported by means of posts or
columns G, in order to render the track and
floor secure. The tracks F are intended for
passenger-trains, and are laid with intervening
spaces, H, to afford proper landings for the
passengers. v

The lower floor, at ‘one side of the central
division, is provided with a series of store-
rooms, I, which may be arranged in two stories,
as indicated,and at the otherside with afreight-
room, K, : )

Access from the first to the second floors of
the depot proper may be had by means of the
central stairway, L, and the unoccupied spaces
at each side of the stairway may be utilized
for office rooms or other purposes. The second
story of store-rooms may be likewise reached
by means of suitable stairways or otherwise.

The portions of the ground adjacent the
main depot may be occupied by buildings M,
through which the tracks pass, the said build-
ings serving to support the elevated tracks,
the portions at each side being utilized for
stores and lodging-rooms, or for other pur-
poses, the elevated tracks being earried across
the intermediate streets by means of suitable
bridges, N.

The third floor, when such is employed, may
have the tracks arranged as indicated in Fig.
b, the tracks diverging as they enter from the
opposite bunilding, - In this case access may be
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had to said foor by means of stairways P or
elevators R. In some instances a similar ar-
rangement of stairways and elévators may be
employed to lead to the second depot floor, as
indicated in Fig, 6 of the drawings.

Figs. 7T and 8 of the drawings show a cen-
tral union depot consisting of a series of build-
ings, A/, covering one, two, or more blocks,
having their upper stories (and across the
streets, if necessary) connected by means of
bridges, the whole number of squares em-
ployed being inclosed under one or more roofs.
Thetracks are gradually elevated to the height
of the said upper stories at the outskirts of
the city, or at or near the depots N’, which
are located at the terminus of the roads enter-
ing the city, and pass through the city on an
elevated plane to and from and through the
union depot, over the lower storiés, and across
the streets by means of the bridges, the de-
pot being provided with a system of switeh-
tracks at N2, by means of which trains. maybe
transferred from road to road as required.

The bridges, it will be perceived, span the
streets above the roadways, so thattrains pass-
ing through the depot and city cannot inter-
fere with the traffic in the streets.

It will be further evident that trains from
all quarters and any direction may, by means
of my invention, find their termini and- con-
nect wich other roads in the heart of the city,
not only without intérfering with the business
of the city, but greatly augmenting it, as it
cenables passengers to proceed directly to the

business portions without delay. The trains,

also, can run in. and out at full speed with-
out delay at the street-crossings, and without
the necessity of running slowly through the
city. .

The tracks of the roads entering from the
outskirts of the city may be extended directly
through the union depot, so as to permit the
trains of the various compahniesto utilize the
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| union depot,and then run directly to their own
depot for the convenience of local traffic in
cases where the terminal depot happens to be
more favorably located for that purpose.

As thus constructed it will be perceived that
the depot may be located in the busy portions
of a city in a comparatively limited space, and
all partsof the building and neighboring struct-
ures utilized. Moreover, the streets will be re-
lieved of a great portion of the railroad traffic,
as they will be devoted wholly to freight and
other heavy work, while the lighter trains will
utilize the elevated tracks. - ‘

“Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
IS_ i ) . B .

1. The central or union depot built upon an
elevated plan, with elevated tracks, with or
without surface-tracks constructed on the
ground floor, below the elevated tracks, said
depot covering one or more blocks or squares,
said blocks or squaresbeing connected by suit-
ablebridges or connectionsspanning thestreets
above the roadways, and covered by one roof
or a system of roofs, the said depot being con-
nected by elevated tracks with the local rail-
way-depots of a city,substantially as specified.

2. The central or nnion depot, covering oue
or more blocks or squares, the street separat-
ing any two being spanned by bridges above
the roadways, all being covered by one roof or
system of roofs, and havingsuitable tracks and
switches, and connected by means of elevated
tracks with the various local depots of a city
and roads entering the city, substantially as
and for the purposes specified. ‘

In testimony whereof I affix my signature, in
bresence of two witnesses, this 24th day of Jan-

uary, 1882.
"HENRY C. REW.
Witnesses:
Cuas. W. ANDREWS, Jr.,
MARTIN J. VAUGHN,
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