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To all whom it may concern: . '
Be it known that I, HENRY S. TUCKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Faulk-

ner, in the county of Middlesex and State of

¢ Massachusetts, bave invented cetain new and
useful Improvementsin Piano-Cover Supports;
and I do hereby declare that the same are fully
described in the following ‘specification and
illustrated in the acecompanying drawings.

" 10 This invention relates to improvements in
piano-cover supports for holding the lid or
cover of a piano or other piece of furniture in
a more or less open position, and it is carried
out as follows, reference being had to the ac-

15 companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a perspectlve view of
the mventlou as applied to a piano or other

case and its coveror lid, the latter being shown -

as held open by the support. Tig. 2 repre-
20 sents a perspective view of the rack. Fig. 3
represents a cross-section on the line A B
shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 represents a Cross-
section on the line C D, and Fig. 5 represents
a eross-section on the lme EF, both shown in
25 Fig. 2.
blml‘ar letters refer to similar- parts wher-
ever they occur on the different parts of the
drawings.
a represents an mterlor portion of a piano-
30 ease, and b represents its hinged lid or cover,
as usual, on which ¢ is one of the hinges.

To the under side of the lid or cover b is se-
cured the bracket d, to which the pawl e is
hinged, as shown in Fig. 1.

G- represents the improved rack, which is
secured to the inside of the case a by means
of suitable screws, ff. The rack G is prefer-
ably made of metal, cast in one piece, and is
composed of the flange or plate g, which is
40 adapted to rest against the inside of the case

a. It is further provided with a row of teeth,
g ¢ ¢, into which the lower end of the pawl
e rests when the cover or lid b is to be kept in
an open position, as shown in Fig. 1, Paral-
45 lel with and outside of the teeth ¢’ ¢’ ¢ is a
-return groove or channel, g/, which is open
from one end to the other, as shown. A#t the
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back of the rear tooth ¢’ is an inclined piece,

{(No iﬁO(lel.)

g'"', the base of which terminates in the rear
of the open channel ¢”, as shown in Figs. 1, 50
2, and 5, by which arrangement, when the lid
or cover b is raised sufficiently, the lower end
of the pawl ¢ passes. by the front-end of the
incline ¢’ and drops them automatically into
the return groove or channel g”/, when the lid 55
or cover b may be folded down without hand-
ling or manipulating or raising the pawl ¢ in
any manner; and in so doing, when the pawl
e reaches the forward end of the groove or
chaunel g/, it drops automatically into the re- 6o
cess ¢* at the front of and in a line with the
first tooth ¢’ of the rack, so as to automati-

.| cally conduct the lower end of the pawl e to

engage with the teeth ¢’ ¢/, when the lid or
cover b is again more or less mised, as may 65
be desired.

Thus it will be seen that the cover of a piano,
refrigerator, or other piece of furniture, when
provided with my improved automatic sup-
port, may be raised, held in any desired open 7o
position, and unlocked without handling or
mampulatmg the pawl e in any manner, “and
this is very desirable, particularly on heawy
piano-covers having a support in each of two
opposite ends, which, according to my inven- 75
tion, may be automatlcnlly released s1mplv by
raising one end of the cover sufficiently to al-
low the pawl or pawls to drop automatically
into their respective return-channels g/, when -
the lid or cover may be closed down without 8o
the need of first releasing the support in one
end and then the one in the opposite end, as
ordinarily is the case.

What I wish to secure by Letters Patent
and claim is— 85

The herein-described lid or cover support,
consisting of the teeth ¢’ ¢’ ) the return-groove
g, mclme g'", and recess g*, combined and ar-
ranoed with the hinged pawlein a manner
and for the purpose set forth. 90

In testimony whereof I have affixed my sig-
nature in presence of two witnesses.

HENRY S TUCKER.,

Witnesses:

ALBAN ANDREN,
HENRY CHADBOURN.




