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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN VINCENT, of St.
James, in the county of Maniton and State of
Michigan, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Hame - Straps; and I hereby
declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification, .

The nature of this invention relates to cer-
tain new and useful improvements in the con-
struction of metallic hame-straps, and are more
especially designed for use upon heavy har-
nesses; and the invention consists in the pe-
culiar construction, arrangement, and combi-

- nation of the parts, all as more fully herein-
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after set forth.

Figure 1 is a perspective of my improved
hame-strap. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal
central section of the same.

In the accompanying drawings, A represents
a metallic - strap, provided with the flanges a
upon each side or edge, and with the loop b at
one end.

B represents a ratchet-faced strap designed
to slide hetween the flanges of the strap A,
and is provided at one end with a loop, b’

Crepresentsaratchet-wheel journaled across
the strap A, and D is a ratchet - lever, which,
when the parts are together, embraces and
engages with the ratchet C.

In practice the two straps A B are secured

by means of their loops to the lower ends of
the hame,and whenit isdesired to secure these
ends of the hames together the strap B is in-
serted between the flanges of the strap A and
beneath the ratchet- wheel C, which may be
turned with a proper key, orin any other suit-
able manner, so as to forcibly draw the two
endsof the hames toward each other to firmly
embrace the collar. After this is-done the le-
ver Disclosed upjembracing theratchet-wheel,
which preventsitshavinganyretrograde move-
ment under the pressure brought to bear upon
the hames.

I am aware of Patents Nos. 83,087, of 1868,
and 240,666, of 1881, and such constructions
are not sought to be covered in this applica-
tion.

“What I claim is— '

The hame-fastener herein deseribed, consist-
ing of the metal strap A, having longitudinal
edge flanges @ and hook or loop b, formed of
a single piece of metal, and furnishing journal-
bearings for the ratchet-wheel O and locking
rack-lever D, and the ratchet-faced strap B,
having hook ¥, the whole combined and ar-
;_a,nged to serve as and for the purpose set

orth.

JOHN VINCENT.

Witnesses:
WiLLIAM GIBSON,
HARRISON MILLER.
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