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BARBED-WIRE FENCE.
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"SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 264,728, dated September 19, 1882,
Application filed April 30, 1879.

To all whom & may concern :

Be it known that I, JorNn M. MAy, of (/e-
dar Rapids, in the county of Linn, and in the
State of [owa, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Barbs for Barbed-
Wire Fence and Fastening the Barbs to the
Wire; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description
bhereof reierence being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters of réference
marked thereon, making a part of this %peclﬁ
cation.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in barbs for wire fences; and it con-
sists in providing a barb which will be capa-
ble of movement independently of the wires
which form the fence proper and by which it
is sustained, such movement being a slight
shift or slide of the barb in the direction of
its own longitudinal axis, combined with a
partially rotary movement of the barb, the
latter being the essential end sought to be ob-
tained by my invention. The object and pur-
pose of providing a barb adapted to have
these movements indepeundently of the. fence
is to prevent the severe laceration aud prick-
ing of animals which resonlt from the use of
the ordinary and common barbs, whieh, on
account of their rigidity, do not yield to the
pressure of the animal coming in contact there-
with, while in iy case, when the animal comes
against the barb, (which is usually at an an-
gle-thereto,) it moves, gives, or recedes from
it, thus warning him ot his nearness to the
fence, and yet causing him no iujury, the ef-
fect being rather to exert a scraping tendency
and preswneagnunsthlm thanto causea punct-
ure or laceration.

In the drawings forming a part of this speci-
fication like letters of reference indicate cor-
responding parts, in which—

Ifigure 1 isaperspective view of a portion or.
section of a barbed-wire fence having my im-
proved barbs applied thereto; Fig. 2, a view
showing a modification in the (letdll construe-
tion of my barb applied to the wires of fence;
and Fig. 3, a detached view of the barb, show-
ing more clearly its detail construction.

The letter A indicates a portion or seetion
of the wires of a wire fence, the same bLeing

twisted together after the usual manner, and

the letter B a barb applied thereto, tlie same
being placed between thestrands of the fence,
a loop therefor heing left between the sirands
of sufficient size to permit of an easy and un-
obstructed play or swing of the barbs, as in-
dicated by the arrows in the drawings. The
said barbs are formed usually of wire, their
ends being pointed in the ordinary manner,
and a neck or space, G, made thereon by turn-
ing or bending the “11‘9, as at D, the enlarge-
mentb or shonlders thusformed h‘wmo the fun(,-
tion of preventing the dlapla(‘ement of the
barbs from the fence-wires.

It will be observed that the length of the
neck C is somewhat greater than the diame-
ter of the strandsor than the space they oc-
cupy on said neck, the object of which is to
permit of the easy swing or oscillation of the
barb, as hereinbefore pointed out, that they
may readily yield to tbe contact of the ani-
mal, rather than offer hun a posmve resist-
anee.

It is also observ able that these shou]derb
may be otherwise formed than by Lending or
turning the wire of the barb, as above men-
tioned, an illustration of which moditied con-
struction is seen in Fig. 2 of the drawings, in
which instance the barb is made of cast-iron,
the enlargements D being cast therewith, the
gist and essential teatm’e of my inv eutlon be-
ing, as herein previonsly indicated, to pro-
vide a barb capable of a swinging or oscillat-
ing movement within the fence - wires, and
with means for loosely retaining them therein,
irrespective of the pecunliar detail, form, or con-
struction.

When an animal comes in contaet with a
barb made after the plan of this invention the

barb will swing around or move with his body
and cause him to feel a pressure or sensation
without bringing him in direct contact with
the point of bhe b‘l[‘b thus resuiting in ward-
ing him off from the fence. and Xet avolding
the cruel consequences usually attending the
use of this class of fences.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

A barb for wire fenees having a shank or
neck intermediate between its ends, formed
by bendiog or otherwise enlarging the body
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of the barb, the said shank being adapted to | have hereunto set my hand and seal this 22d
fit between the strands of the fence, and of | day of April, 1879.
such length as to permit of a swinging or os-

cillating movement of the barb, as specified, J. M. MAY. |L. 8|
substantially as and for the purposes herein Witnesses:
set forth. A.D. COLLIER,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I | H.D. PARKHURST.




